
S M U  S A I L I N G  
A N N U A L
R E P O R T

20 1 7



"Twenty  years  f rom now you  wi l l  be  more  
d i sappointed  by  the  th ings  that  you  

d idn ' t  do  than  by  the  ones  you  d id  do .  So  
throw o f f  the  bowl ines .  Sa i l  away  f rom 

the  sa fe  harbor .  Catch  the  t rade  winds  in  
your  sa i l s .  Exp lore .  Dream.  Discover . "

M A R K  T W A I N
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A B O U T  U S

  In 2004, a group of SMU students embarked on the inaugural S.A.I.L (Student Active 
Involvement Programm, which centred on a sailing trip to the island of Pulau Aur. With 

their interest in keelboat sailing thus kindled, a core group of 7 students from the trip 
formed the SMU Sailing Club and began taking part in local keelboat events. 

Since then, successive batches of sailors have dreamt big and sailed hard, making our 
club the foremost tertiary keelboat sailing club in Singapore today. We are based in 

Raffles Marina and sail regularly on four keelboats. These boats are our two Platu Farr 
25s, SMUve and SMUmad, as well as two J24s, Shengli and Jangan Main Main. Aside 
from being familiar faces in the local sailing fraternity, we are most fortunate to enjoy 

the support of sailors, marinas, and regatta organizers in and out of Singapore. 

   In a similar fashion, we hope to be able to contribute back to the sailing community by 
promoting sailing as a lifestyle within the youth fraternity. In addition, we hope to raise 
awareness and funds for Sailability Singapore at our very own Western Circuit Sailing 

Regatta which would help to further the sailing experience to greater reaches of the 
community.

 One of the highlights of being part of SMU Sailing Club is the international exposure 
our sailors receive. As part of our growing profile as the foremost tertiary sailing club in 

Singapore, we have been privileged to be invited to numerous overseas competition in 
Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand, China and more. The club and sailors have benefited 

from such exposure, learning tools of the trade from more skilful sailors and most 
importantly making friends and contacts that will last a lifetime. 

As the club grows in strength and in resources, we hope to be able to continue to improve 
the standard of our sailors and at the same time bring the sailing experience to more 

students in the tertiary environment. Through this, we believe that would set the 
standard for skills development and ensure we stay at the forefront of tertiary sailing in 

Singapore.  

S t a r t e d  f r o m  t h e  b o t t o m . . .
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VISION 
To be the foremost tertiary sailing club in 

Singapore by pursuing competitive 
excellence both locally and regionally.

PHILOSOPHY 
Every student in SMU is given the 

opportunity to sail, race, develop and 
grow as sailors and as leaders, regardless 

of prior sailing experience. 

METHODOLOGY 
Strong senior-junior relationships and a 

well structured training program enable a 
seamless two way transfer of knowledge 

and expertise.   

MISSION 
SMU Sailing provides exciting and 
challenging training and leadership 
opportunities to any motivated and 

passionate student with the aim of character 
enhancement, personal growth and 

acquisition of new skills. Training sailors; 
developing leadership. 
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2004 

A group of SMU Students embark on 
the 
inaugural S.A.I.L (Student Active 
Involvement 
Program) to Pulau Aur 
SMU Sailing is born 

2008

SMU Sailing 
acquire 2nd Platu 
25, SMUMad 

2005 

Debut showing at Top of the 
Gulf 2005. 
Shengli is adopted by the 
club 

2006

SMU Sailing acquires
1st Platu 25, SMUve

2007 
 

First Western Circuit Sailing 
Regatta run between 

SMU & RM 
SMU Sports Scholarship formed 

by 2 of our sailors 

2010

5 Members of SMU Sailing are
selected for the World

University Championships
SMU Sailing membership is

introduced
Affiliation with Singapore Sailing

Federation (SSF)

2011

Partnership with Barclays to promote
sailing in the

corporate field
Launch of www.smusailing.com and

Facebook page
SMU Sailing won keelboat match

racing league

2009 
1st Exchange program 
with UWA takes 
place.
Launch of alumni boat 
Xtra SMUve 

2012 

Signing of MOU with SSF for use of 
Marina bay and SB20s 
Organising of Inaugural Asia Pacific 
Student Cup 
Acquiring of 3 SB20s, 1 in RM and 2 
in Marina Bay   

2013 

Acquisition of 2 J24s, 
Quarterdeck and Juno 
Participation in the Inaugural 
Pan Pacific Asia University 
Championship 
Overhaul of boats 
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2014 

SMU SAILING TURNS 10!!! 
8 members of SMU Sailing represent 
Singapore at the World University 
Championships 

2016 

First inaugural Keelin' It organised 
10 Members of SMU Sailing represent Singapore at 
the World University Championships in Perth, 
Australia

WOMEN'S TEAM CLINCHED 3RD PLACE!!! 

2015

Debut at 1st Transworld Invitational Regatta
Sale of alumni boat, Xtra SMUve, at the 18th

Western Circuit Sailing Regatta

2017

First inaugural Inter-tertiary Sailing
Championships organised and initiated by

SMU Sailing, hosted in Raffles Marina and a
recognised sailing event by SSF

Western Circuit Regatta turns 20!!!



Opening Address 

2016 has been a wild ride, and I thank everyone for playing a part in this amazing journey 

over the past year. The club would like to extend its sincere gratitude to all, for guidance 

and support over the course of this year, and without whom, would be difficult to write 

this chapter of the legacy down.   

University Student Life Awards and OSL Restructure 

We kicked off 2016 by receiving the Silver Award for the University Student Life Awards in 

the Sports (Events) category and the Alumni Association Award, no doubt a testament to 

the previous Executive Committee’s endeavours and commitment throughout their term. 

Also big congratulations to the sailors who won the Individual Awards as well at the 

ceremony!   

2016 was a year of many changes for the club. The biggest change we had to go through 

was the restructuring of OSL’s criteria for club classification and point system. Gone were 

the days where it is enough to be good at what we do, but now we had to diversify as 

well. Targeting the 5 pillars of the new structure was undoubtedly challenging, but I like 

to think that we did a pretty decent job after being thrown into the deep end of the pool. 

These consisted of: competitive excellence, engaging the community, school and alumni, 

as well as maintenance of the club itself. We struggled a bit at the start, as we were used 

to focusing solely on the competitive excellence of the club. However, we managed to 

pull off quite a couple of events that tackle these aspects, with the help of not just OSL, 

but also from each and every sailor in this club.   

Dear sailors, friends and stakeholders of SMU Sailing,

P r e s i d e n t ' s  A d d r e s s
Ko Yumei
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Competitive Excellence 

In terms of competitive excellence, we maintained our edge in both international and 

local regattas. Notable achievements would be the podium standings in the Republic of 

Singapore Yacht Club Regatta, the 4th Pan-Pacific Universities Invitational Regatta and 

our very own Western Circuit Sailing Regatta. With regards to the local sailing scene, 

SMU Sailing has also set up a new regatta, catered to the tertiary sailing clubs. This 

would not be possible without the tremendous help that our sailors have rendered, from 

the idea generation all the way down to execution. Even the alumni were ready to help 

out on a notice. 9 teams took part in the first ever Inter-Tertiary Sailing Regatta, with 2 

SMU teams securing 1st & 2nd runner-up positions. Of course, we must not rest on our 

laurels, given the newest addition of NUS Sailing Club to the inter-tertiary scene.   

SMU Sailing and the Community 

In terms of community service engagement, the annual Western Circuit Sailing Regatta 

has always been our hallmark event. This year, we extended the CSP portion with 

Sailability in order to better engage the disabled sailors, and to ensure that the help 

rendered was of a bigger impact. Sailors from the club volunteered their time every 

weekend, from months leading up to WCSR all the way into early November. School 

community engagement came in the form of events, such as our very own Keelin’ It and 

Sailing 101 sessions. Such events help us reach out to the school population, to allow us 

to better showcase what our club does and to build pipelines for recruitment. We also 

helped out with the Freshmen Orientation Camp activities, a combined effort with 

Windsurfing and Wakeboarding. 

Alumni Relations 

Our biggest assets are our alumni sailors, and what better way to engage them than 

parties and sailing! Weekly trainings, competitions and parties are just some of the many 

ways in which we have connected with our alumni throughout the year. The annual 

networking session with alumni was also held this year, providing a great platform for 

the young and the young at heart to mingle about, exchanging sailing stories of the 

unbelievable and the bizarre, and to just reminisce about the good ol’ times.  
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Closing Address 

I’m not the best with words, and neither am I good at public speaking, but penning this 

annual report has reminded me time and again of how much this club means to me. I 

am grateful for the opportunity to have served on the Executive Committee, and indeed 

it was a tough journey to make. But I wouldn’t have it any other way, and I am proud to 

have served this club to the best of my abilities, together with my EXCO. I would like to 

convey my heartfelt gratitude to Jinella, Fidelis and Maxi, for guiding us on this journey, 

and to OSL for their continued support. Without you, it would be impossible to 

accomplish so much. 

With this, I wish the incoming EXCO all the best in your term to come. There will be 

tough decisions to make along the way, but I do trust that the decisions they come to 

will always be in the best interests of the club.  
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Looking back, 2017 has definitely proved to be challenging to say the least. With a shift 

in the school’s focus and tight scheduling from various regattas and events, this 

journey has been nothing short of crazy. Nonetheless, the 13th executive committee 

realigned our goals and the club has managed to adapt and continue to grow. Having 

said that, all of these would not have been possible without the help and guidance 

from our managers Fidelis and Jinella and the support from undergraduates and 

alumni alike. 

Safety Matters 

Given the nature of our sport, safety is indisputably the top priority and should never 

be compromised. It is reassuring to report that there were no major safety breaches in 

the year 2017 and this would not have been without the constant alertness and

vigilance of everybody. Basic safety procedures were observed by the club both on and 

off water and this practice should continue to be cultivated. Nonetheless, it should be 

noted that the club must not become complacent and should continue to remain 

alert to any risks to safety to keep the club accident-free. 

 Certification 

The Level 1 Dinghy Proficiency Certification is required by the club to ensure that our 

sailors have the basic skills and safety awareness. Like past years, Changi Sailing Club 

has been most supportive in helping us organize this certification course for our new 

members this year over the recess week of the first semester. 

Dear Sailors,

V i c e - P r e s i d e n t ' s  A d d r e s s

Germaine Lim
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Their successful completion of the course has brought new sailing members into our 

club. The club encourages members to acquire the Powered Pleasure Craft Driving 

License (PPCDL) primarily for safety concerns during events involving non-sailors, as well 

as during Boat Delivery, as required by the Marine Port Authority (MPA). Our alumni have 

been most supportive in helping out for these events, but more undergraduate 

members are encouraged to get their license to ease the burdens of administrative 

arrangements. This year saw a few members attending the course and few others going 

on to sit for the required tests. That being said, we hope that this continues and more 

members will acquire their PPCDL. 

Club Events 

 The culture of our club has been the envy of many and one to boast about. Gatherings 

and social events has definitely brought the club closer together outside of trainings. In 

2017, we had the annual club social events such as Sailormoon Party, Starry Night and 

Sail Camp just to name a few. 

This year, the club has introduced a few new events such as Halloween Dress Up Party 

and the Post Graduate Sailing Event. A noteworthy event introduced which we hope will 

continue to grow down the road and bond the various varsities would be the Inter- 

Tertiary Sailing Championships. Impromptu events such as the Korean BBQ on the 

recess week of the second semester were also held. 

Apart from events held, the club has also shown our support at various other events such 

as the Freshmen Orientation Camp and the Alumni Networking Session The support and 

attendance at these various events have been heartwarming and encouraging and we 

hope that the club continues to introduce new events to continue to cultivate this 

culture. 

20th SMU-RM Western Circuit Sailing Regatta 

2017 marks the 20th year of the Singapore Management University-Raffles Marina 

Western Circuit Sailing Regatta (WCSR). Co-chaired by Cheryl and myself, this year’s 

edition of the WCSR saw more than 350 participants from around the world. This year, 

we introduced new elements into the event such as the silent auction and beanbags on 

the lawn enjoyed by many and managed to raise funds for Sailability Singapore, the 

highest thus far. The success of this year’s event was evident by the many compliments 

paid by sailors and Raffles Marina staff alike.
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We are thankful for the strong collaboration we have with Raffles Marina and Sailability 

Singapore and to be given this opportunity to stage such a distinguished event, through 

which we are able to give back to the disabled sailors in our community. 

 However, the success of the 20th SMU-RM WCSR would not have been without the 

guidance and support from OSL and Raffles Marina and the effort and help from our 

sailors. 

 I would also like to thank the organizing committee for the hard work they have put in 

and dedication they have shown towards ensuring the success of the event. Here’s to an 

even greater 21st SMU-RM Western Circuit Sailing Regatta and many more down the 

road! 

On an Ending Note 

 2017 has been an unforgettable yet rewarding year. I would like to thank everyone who 

has contributed to the club’s success one way or the other, from providing assistance to 

giving advice. 

Special thanks to Fidelis and Jinella for their support and guidance for the 13th executive 

committee throughout the year. Being able to serve the club in 2017 has been an honour 

and a humbling experience. Many enriching lessons were learnt and unforgettable 

bonds forged. 

 To the 13th Executive Committee, this has been one hell of a journey and we have the 

reached the end of it. Thank you for a challenging yet fulfilling year filled with fond 

memories and laughter. Here’s to wishing the club continue to grow and strive for 

greater heights. 

Cheers!
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Dear Sailors,

As the General Secretary, my role was to keep all administrative matters up to; these 

includes renewal of boat documents, maintaining SLIMS records for all members and 

preparing excuse letters for both local and international regattas. This year has been 

quite an adventure but with every struggle cleared was a sense of accomplishment 

which would not have been possible without the support of everyone and most 

importantly, my fellow exco members. 

Undergraduate Membership and Alumni Relations 

Our alumni base keeps growing every year and we are grateful for the support that the 

alumni have shown us in the past year.  Once again, we thank the efforts from the SMU 

Sailing Alumni Executive Committee by hosting the Alumni Networking session as 

well as assisting in other events, giving the undergraduates an opportunity to get to 

know the alumni better. This year, despite the lack of manpower at VIVACE as well as 

our absence from Sports Camp this year, we welcome 9 new members to our family! 

With the amount of experience, this batch has, we look forward to seeing how these 

new blood will propel the club to greater heights. These are the active undergraduate 

members from August 2017, sorted by matriculation year: 

Year 1 (2017/2018): 

Bryan Tan Jun Han                              

Christian Mark Chang Kah Fai 

Ee Guo Xian, Marcus 

Gillian Tan Shin Yee 

Hao Bowen 

Lynette Tay Xin 

Ying Ng Ying 

Ning Theodora 

Ravipha Nilju  

H o n o r a r y  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y ' s  

A d d r e s s

Lee Cheryl
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Year 2 (2016/2017): 

Angus Yong Bo Jun 

Bernice Foo Ling Li 

Chermian Lim You Mei 

 Chua Zi Hao 

Darryl Tan Lip Hou 

Goh Jia Xian  

 

Year 3 (2015/2016): 

Alison Chia Lin Yen 

Germaine Marie Lim Zhuo Min 

Jodie Ng Wei Sze 

Ko Yumei 

Lee Cheryl  
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Isaac Chong Zhi Xun 

Kenny Chee Yew Fai 

Ng Zheng Wei 

Peck Zi Xin, Isaac 

Tay Wei Jie, Joel 

Lei Jia Ying, Cherise 

Lim Siew Yun Janicia 

Nicole Quek Zhe Ling 

Rebecca Goh Su Min 

Sng Jia Ping 

Tan De Xun 

Year 4 (2014/2015):  

Alastair Tay Ziming 

Alexandra Koh Min Wei 

Annabelle Lam Feng Hui 

Beatrice Hew Hui Ting 

Brain David James 

Chantel Ng Kai Li  

 

Clement Lim Hao Yang 

Colin Tan Jia Long 

James Lim Swee Meng 

Koh Ling Ying 

Loh Wan Yu 

Ng Ling Kai Amanda 

Year 5 (2013/2014): 

Isabel Chang Bao Ke Soh 

Weina  

 



Closing Address 

 I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to our club managers, 

Fidelis and Jinella, as well as the other OSL staff members who were really patient with 

us and guided us whenever we need help. 

Many thanks to every member of SMU Sailing, both undergraduate and alumni. Without 

your support, we would not have made it through the year. Our events are only as 

successful as the efforts put in by you guys too! Most importantly, 

I would like to thank my fellow 13th Executive Committee members! It was not smooth 

sailing all the time, but I am glad that we all got through it together. We finally made it 

out alive (LOL)! 

I had no idea what I had gotten myself into when I first joined SMU Sailing but now, I am 

proud to say that it was the best decision of my university life! 

Thank you for all the memories which I will hold dear to my heart! 
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Dear Sailors,

Hello, I am De Xun, 13th Exco’s finance director. 

 I am honoured to have been entrusted with this huge responsibility of managing the 

club’s finances. Looking back, 2017 has been a relatively smooth year for the club as we 

managed to host numerous events and had no issues with our finances. Although 

there might have been some ups and downs during the year, I am glad to see that 

things worked well out in the end. 

For Keelin’ It 2017, I am grateful for the support that I have received from the alumni, 

undergraduates and my fellow 13th Executive Committee for this event to have been a 

success! Thanks for taking your time down and inviting your friends to the bay to show 

support for our event. I believe most of you and your friends had fun at the Bay! For the 

undergraduates who only joined us this year, I hope you have had fun so far and I am 

eager to tell you that your sailing journey will only become more exciting from this 

point on. 

As for the current undergraduates, thanks for bearing with me and being cooperative 

by adhering to the payment deadlines that were set. 

Lastly, I would like to thank the alumni and the 12th Exco for constantly guiding us and 

providing us with informative feedback during our term. Before concluding, I would 

like to introduce you to my successor, Chermian Lim, who will be the incoming 14th 

Exco’s finance director. Given her abilities, I am sure that she will be able to handle the 

club finances and claims as well as I did! Once again, a big thank you to everyone in 

this club for entrusting me such heavy responsibility and I have faith that the incoming 

14th Exco will continue to do their best to bring the club to greater heights! 

Tan De Xun
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Dear Sailors,

Hi everyone! 

 It has been an eventful yet fulfilling year thus far.  This year, we saw a lot of damages to 

our boats from collisions as well as the inevitable wear and tear. Notwithstanding, we 

were able to repair all the damages to the best of our abilities with the support of OSL 

and SSU. In terms of maintenance, we managed to anti-foul 4 boats (QuarterDeck, 

Jagan Main Main, Shengli as well as MAD), refurbishing the J24 trailer as well as upslip 

Juno.  

The year started off rough with damage to Shengli’s forestays as well as SMUve’s vang a 

few weeks before Nongsa regatta. Not to forget the sails damage and severe fibreglass 

damage during several regattas such as RSYC and J24 Nationals. The 2nd half of the 

year, we focused a lot more on maintenance such as replacing our sheets and halyards 

as well as ensuring that all our winches are in good condition. We managed to repair 

both our J24 and Platu trailer to ensure that we are able to utilize it to upslip our boats 

for maintenance. All the tyres in the Platu trailer have been replaced but more work 

needs to be done on the splash plates. Despite the numerous maintenance and repairs, 

it is paramount to ensure a conscious effort in maintaining our boats for the enjoyment 

of the future generations.    

L o g i s t i c  D i r e c t o r ' s  A d d r e s s

Sng Jia Ping
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Summary of Repairs and Maintenance:   

Closing Address:   

Personally, logistics was a huge responsibility and challenge for me due to my 

lack of experience. I would like to thank all the alumni that came down for 

training and all the invaluable advice and help that all my predecessors and well 

as seniors and alumni provided to the club! Also a big thank you to SSU and OSL 

for their support especially our club manager Jinella and Fidelis for all the help 

given to the club to ensure that all operations will run smoothly! 

Lastly, I would like to thank the other executive members for all their help and 

support given to me throughout the year! 

 I would also like to thank all the undergraduates for their cooperation and 

assistance in ensuring the smooth execution of all repairs and maintenance. All 

the best to the 14th Executive committee and wishing the club a smooth sailing 

year ahead!    
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2017 has definitely been a year to remember for SMU Sailing. Since we got put on the 

map by the pioneering batch 13 years ago, the club has grown in strength, skill and 

comradery. This year was no exception. Despite being met with various challenges, 

such as the absence of a coach, our team has continued to hold a position of being 

regarded as one of the most well-accomplished sports club within Singapore 

Management University. This year, we have also happily welcomed a new batch of 

freshmen into the club. Despite the steep learning curve, the freshmen including both 

experienced and non-experienced sailors were quick to learn the ropes. Many of them 

were also selected to participate in regattas such as the weekend series at Raffles 

Marina, Western Circuit Regatta 2017 and the SB20 series. This growth has been only 

made possible because of the people who have shown their continued support 

towards the club throughout the years. The Office of Student Life has played a big part 

in this, by blessing us with multiple opportunities and resources. Another huge driving 

force of SMU Sailing was the alumni who have never turned a blind eye to the club 

regardless of their busy schedules. Additionally, without the tenacity, commitment and 

hard work that has been put in by our very own sailors, our club would not be where it 

is today. 

Beyond Our Borders  

The key emphasis this year for the club, set by the executive committee, was increasing 

the exposure of our sailors. This decision meant sending more sailors, both experienced 

and non-experienced, to participate in more overseas regattas provided they met the 

3Cs of competence, commitment and compatibility. 

Al ison Chia
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With the support of OSL and the alumni, we were fortunate enough to send 

teams to countries such as China, Thailand, Korea and Indonesia. This year, the 

Pan-Pacific Regatta (China Cup) moved over to Shen Zhen instead of its usual 

Xiamen location and the two teams we sent down were able to enjoy the new 

experience, and also came back with 1st and 6th place despite sailing in 

unfamiliar waters!  In other unfamiliar territories, a very brave crew of SMU sailors 

amidst their finals period flew over to Korea and did us proud under the extreme 

conditions of 20 knots and temperatures reaching a low of 7 degrees. They still 

managed to put up a good fight and placed mid-fleet amongst the other 

professional athletes.   

Local Circuits 

This year, SMU Sailing participated in and planned two successful local regattas. 

The first of which was Western Circuit Regatta, that our school and the very first 

Singapore Inter-Tertiary Regatta with the National University of Singapore, 

National Technology University and Singapore Polytechnic. We are very proud to 

say that this is the first ever regatta of the same nature, where we saw all the 

tertiary teams come together to compete, Being able to pit our seamanship 

against people with the same background as us, enabled us to   

Overall Regatta Results 
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Skills Development 

 As our club has grown in size this year with the intake of freshmen. It was 

imperative that we continued to ensure that the stature and standards of the 

club kept increasing. It was important to integrate both seamanship skills as well 

as physical strength and aptitude for the sport. That is why this year we held a 

Sail Camp and sent students to participate in smaller races held by Raffles 

Marina, such as the Weekend Series in order to condition the new sailors. There 

were also efforts taken to allow the sailors to have an opportunity to cross train. 

This happened quite often over weekend trainings, and allowed the sailors, 

including seniors, to gain new insights. 

 Looking Forward   

 2017 has undoubtedly been a fruitful year for SMU Sailing. We have trained hard 

and committed a lot of our time into increasing our skills on and off water. I am 

proud to say that this has not only increased our growth as a team but has 

nurtured the friendships that we have forged. I can only see SMU Sailing reaching 

new heights in the future. Thank you for a wonderful year, and for putting in your 

best effort to help the club flourish. Once a sailor always a sailor.   
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Dear Sailors,

As they say, save the best for last…The salt bae behind every salty Facebook post about 

our USLA #prayforgold2018, the (self-proclaimed) magician behind most 

photoshopped pictures and the snarky writer behind all the sarcasm, self-validated 

humor and overall not PR friendly comment, article, write-up, words – (occasional and 

inconsistent) Marcomms Lei. 2017 has been a pretty decent year (I’m sure we’ve had 

worse) but here is the rundown of what went down so get jiggy with it. 

Social Media 

Pretty much the same as last year’s stuff - Featuring writings from our very own sailors 

for overseas regattas and boat introductions. This year also saw the revival of SMU 

Sailing’s Instagram account, which stands out from other clubs because of our 

constant instastories while overseas, obnoxiously showing off our international 

competition exposures as well as how tight the team is. SSU also introduced a new 

initiative, featuring a new club every now and then. I’m bringing this up because not to 

brag but the SSU guy asked if the image (a ship wreck in Langkawi) was stolen from

the internet because it was that sickkkkkk. That aside, we also saw the birth of a 

Youtube channel, to showcase the Vivace video as well as a new platform for the 

annual bachelorette. Individual bachelor videos were uploaded (please like, comment, 

subscribe) to introduce them as well as to gauge their chemistry with our dear 

bachelorette, Chermian finance Lim, through a series of questions. These platforms 

have definitely helped the club gain more attention from various stakeholders 

(through clickbaits). I’m not going to go on a spiel on the benefits of using social media 

for reach and exposure but, go social media.   

M a r C o m m s  D i r e c t o r ' s  A d d r e s s

Cherise Lei
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MailChimp and Emailers 

The Mailchimp system was introduced in 2015 and has served us well since then, 

hence there has been a continuation of usage of its services to send our weekly 

updates. This has helped the facilitation of training sign-ups and announcement 

of events greatly. The mailing list is of course ever expanding and evolving as new 

members join us and old members join the alumni list. This has further aided us 

in communicating with the alumni should they be keen to join us for training 

and events. EDMs have also been sent out to the student body to humble brag 

about our achievements so as to attract more members. 

Team attire and Adidas Sailing 

This year’s team lycra saw our collaboration with Adidas Sailing as we have the 

50% off deal with them (kudos to Jade Loh for making this possible). Though I’ve 

disclaimed this one too many times, the obnoxiously big and red SMU Sailing 

logo on the front of the lycra was not a design decision on my part, there was a 

miscommunication with the supplier and it just turned out like that. I am as 

appalled and offended as those of you who own and have seen it. But otherwise, 

it looks pretty cool. There was also an order sheet to order the other items on the 

catalogue, which our members made good use of (this is the reason for 

numerous pairs of pink camouflage patterned sailing shoes). 

Sail Camp 

This year’s sail camp we did NOT head to Sentosa so kudos to me for breaking 

tradition! From sail camp, we learnt that most sailors are not great at other sports 

ie basketball. With a half court boundary, 5v5, 3 points to win situation, saw the 

game going on for….way too long. Hence, the need to settle for “just first to score 

will win” to prevent boredom. While we are willing to spend hours under the hot 

sun sailing, we are not willing to with anything else, thus to the bowling alley we 

went. After which it was back to school for a massive game of hide and seek the 

Korean seaweed packets in SOE.  
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The night was just a very *ahem* wholesome night of goal setting, team bonding, 

talking about our feelings and sleeping early. And to end of sail camp, the b2b 

race held in Raffles Marina, fraught with penalties intended to teach and not 

harm #safetyfirst.   

From the bottom of the ocean (because my heart is too shallow)   

Big thanks to anyone and everyone who has helped us out this year, I know some 

feathers were ruffled in the process but here’s to a better 2018! And of course, 

thanks to the 13th Exco for making this (I wouldn’t say entirely pleasant, but one 

of a kind) experience that will remain a large part of my entire SMU experience. 

Glad we were able to still come out of this closer (?) friend-quaintances. Copious 

amounts of food bring people together it seems. Cheers guys :p 

And that’s all and the last of the mumbo jumbo you are going to hear from me 

(under SMU Sailing), so peace, love and rubber gloves. Have a good year ahead 

guys :) 
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Dear Sailors,

2017 has been an incredible year for the Sailing Alumni Group (AG). We are proud to 

say that as the club continues to mature and the numbers of alumni continue to swell, 

we continue to uphold the standards of sailing together, celebrating together through 

the familial bonds of Sailing.   

Welcome 

Earlier in 2017, ages ago for most of us, the Sailing AG group held the Annual General 

Meeting and Executive Committee Elections at the alumni lounge right in the heart of 

our city center. Witnessed by our friendly Alumni Association Exco, we welcome a new 

exco commitee - Alexo, Calvin, Lynette, Pu Fang, Zhi Wei - to continue on the legacy 

and write a new chapter in the sailing page book.  

A l u m n i ' s  A d d r e s s

Written by:  Calvin Lim 

(president)
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Cutting Through Waves 

On the water, our sailors continue to splash their way to glory and renown with their 

expertise and teamwork sailing in the various regional competitions. Of notable 

mention is the wins of SMU Alumni-powered Waka Tere at the Monsoon Cup and 

Western Circuit Series as well as outstanding performances in the SB20 races with 

podium finishes at SB20 Championship. More importantly, we continue sailing fast and 

hard together as a team and welcoming more into this big family.  

I would like to highlight the Sunset Sail organized in Dec 2017 where we had more 

than 30 sailors and friends on 3 boats and Barbeque and it was a great time enjoying 

the sunset and games over charcoal. As always, we welcome anyone who’s missing the 

salt and sun to contact your friendly sailing contact or post on FB for a spin.  

S M U  S A I L I N G   A L U M N I  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 7

Another familiar face whose return we celebrate is none other than Andrew Tam, 

former CEO of Singapore Sailing and our most fervent supporters. Andrew comes with 

a wealth of experience from his previous stint as OSL Manager and his time at 

Singapore Sailing and will be raring to work with the many alumni groups in creating a 

wonderful support framework here.   
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Highlight Of Events 

The old goes that “like fine wine, we all grow better with age”. A wise man would tell you that 

wine is better in someone’s glass than ageing in the cellar. Over the span of the year, we have 

been fortunate to have hosted and run many events which have had a far outreach to the 

generations of alumni sailors. Going down the line, we celebrated St Patrick’s with beer pong at 

Hopheads, sacrificed Ben’s place for another mid-year party, enjoyed Karthik’s hospitality at 

Deepavali and made haunted Pumpkins at Vivian’s. Thank you, everyone, who has kindly opened 

your house and risk the peace with your neighbours for a night of rum and fun. Another area 

which we want to grow more is the interaction between the different groups of alumni and 

create networks of opportunity and support for the older and younger alumni sailors. This year 

we had the 2nd Alumni Interaction Night at SMU with more than 60 participants across the 

alumni and undergraduates. It was a joyous occasion for many to catch up and reconnect and 

we hope to grow and strengthen these bonds and help each other grow further.   

Sailing With Our Juniors 

Our sailors continue to engage and support the undergraduate community through 

participation in events like providing helms for Sailing 101, supporting Western Circuit organizing 

and helping new initiatives like the inaugural Inter Tertially Sailing Regatta. It is always good and 

welcoming that even as we continue to forge ahead in our careers, we still lend a helping hand 

and continue to support the SMU Sailing club and its endeavours.  

Wonderful Support 

We would like to extend our thanks and gratitude to the Office of Alumni Relations and Alumni 

Association for the enduring support for the ambitions and activities of the Sailing Alumni Group 

without which many of our events might not have been possible. A big thank you also goes out 

to everyone who has provided for and supported all the events we have pushed for this year. We 

will continue to serve for your best interest and we welcome any feedback on improvement and 

ideas for the future. Wishing everyone a fruitful 2018 and fair winds ahead!  



Thanks For Reading! Have A Great 2018 

Ahead :) 

SMU 

2017


