Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed
by the things you didn’t do than by the ones you did
do. So throw off the bowlines. Sail away from the
safe harbor. Catch the trade winds in your sails.
EXPLORE. DREAM. DISCOVER.
Mark Twain

VISION

To be the foremost tertiary
sailing club in Singapore by
pursuing competitive
excellence both locally and
regionally.

SAILING
An inside look…

PHILOSOPHY

Every student in SMU is
given the opportunity to
sail, race, develop and
grow as sailors and as
leaders, regardless of prior
sailing experience.

METHODOLOGY

Strong senior-junior
re l a t i o n s h i p s a n d a w e l l
structured training program
enable a seamless two way
transfer of knowledge and
expertise.

MISSION

SMU Sailing provides exciting and challenging
training and leadership opportunities to any
motivated and passionate student with the aim
of character enhancement, personal growth
and acquisition of new skills Training sailors;
developing leadership.

ABOUT US: AN INTRODUCTION

We are based at Raffles
Marina, and sail regularly
on four keelboats. These
boats are our two Platu
Farr 25s, SMUve and
SMUmad, as well as two
J24s, Shengli and Jangan
Main Main. Aside from
being familiar faces in the
local sailing fraternity, we
are most fortunate to

enjoy the support of
sailors, marinas, and
regatta organizers in and
out of Singapore. In a
similar fashion, we hope
to be able contribute
back to the sailing
community by promoting
sailing as a lifestyle within
the youth fraternity. In
addition, we hope to raise
awareness and funds for
Sailability Singapore at
our very own Western
Circuit Sailing Regatta
which would help to
further the sailing
experience to greater
reaches of the
community. One of the
highlights of being part of
SMU Sailing Club is the
international exposure our
sailors receive. As part of
our growing profile as the
foremost tertiary sailing
club in Singapore, we
have been privileged to
be invited to many
overseas competition in
Malaysia, Indonesia,
Thailand, China and
more. The club and

sailors have benefited
from such exposure,
learning tools of the trade
from more skillful sailors
and most importantly
making friends and
contacts that will last for a
lifetime.
As the club grows in
strength and in resources,
we hope to be able to
continue to improve the
standard of our sailors
and at the same time
bring the sailing
experience to more
students in the tertiary
environment. Through
this, we believe that
would set the standard to
skills development and
ensure we stay at the
forefront of tertiary sailing
in Singapore.
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In 2004, a group of SMU
students embarked on
the inaugural S.A.I.L, or
Student Active
Involvement Programme
which centered on a
sailing trip to the island of
Pulau Aur. With their
interest in keelboat sailing
thus kindled, a core
group of 7 students from
the trip formed the SMU
Sailing Club and began
taking part in local
keelboat events. Since
then, successive batches
of sailors have dreamt big
and sailed hard, making
our club the foremost
tertiary keelboat sailing
club in Singapore today.
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SAILING Milestones
2004
A group of SMU students embark on
the inaugural S.A.I.L (Student Active
Involvement Program) to Pulau Aur
SMU Sailing is born
2006
SMU Sailing acquires
1st Platu 25, SMUve
2008
SMU Sailing acquire 2nd
Platu 25, SMU M.A.D
2010
5 members of SMU Sailing were
selected for the World University
Championships
SMU Sailing membership is introduced
Affiliation with Singapore Sailing
Federation (SSF)
2012
Signing of MOU with SSF for use of
Marina bay and SB20s
Organising of Inaugural Asia Pacific
Student Cup
Acquiring of 3 SB20s, 1 in RM and 2
in Marina Bay

2005
Debut showing at Top of the
Gulf 2005. Shengli is
adopted by the club.
2007
First Western Circuit Sailing
Regatta run between SMU & RM
SMU Sports Scholarship formed
by two of our sailors
2009
1st exchange with UWA takes
place.
Launch of alumni boat Xtra SMUve
2011
Partnership with Barclays to
promote sailing in the corporate
field
Launch of www.smusailing.com
and Facebook page
2013
Acquisition of 2 J24s,
Quarterdeck and Juno
Participation in the Inaugural
Pan Pacific Asia University
Championship
Overhaul of boats

President’s Address

Dear Sailors and Friends,
The year 2013 has been an exhilarating ride with notable achievements both on
and off water. We have definitely grown from strength to strength as individuals
and as a club with the usual myriad of activities.

Off the water, we reaped the benefits of
the admirable work put in by the 8th
executive committee as we chalked up
several prestigious team and individual
awards including the SSU Club of the
Year award, USL Team of the Year
award and the SSF Club of the year
award. This bares an excellent testimony
to how far the club has grown by the
sheer hard work and commitment put in
by every member of the sailing club.

Even with the mass exodus of talent, the
club was still able to achieve numerous
podium finishes and noteworthy
performances in both local and overseas
regattas. This further drives our
philosophy that anyone can sail, as long
as you are keen to learn. Some of the
more notable results include podium
fi n i s h e s a t t h e R o y a l L a n g k a w i
International Regatta, the Top of the Gulf
Regatta, the 1st Pan Pacific Asia Pacific
University Championships, the Asia
Pacific Student Student Cup and
Western Circuit.
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OVERVIEW OF 2013
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EXPOSURE

Building on the previous executive
committee’s vision to give members
more opportunities to sail on bigger
boats as part of their sailing curriculum,
we were able to send a full SMU crew for
H o r s b u r g h o n b o a r d Wa k a t e r e .
Currently, that opportunity is still open to
all members. We would like to thank
Kurt, the owner of Wakatere for such an
opportunity and for his delicious
sandwiches that we always get to
savour on his boat.

FORGING TIES
Having strong relationships with the
various stakeholders in the sailing
community is crucial, this year we have
managed to forge some important ones.
The club has managed to build good
relationship with Bruce from One Sails,
whom we now send our sail repairs to at
a discounted price.
T h e re h a s a l s o b e e n i n c re a s e d
participation by alumni in both regattas
and club events alongside the SMU
Sailing Club.

BONDING EVENTS
In SMU Sailing, we strongly believe in
family ties and there is no better way to
build stronger bonds than by getting
together and having fun. Thus we added
more interesting activities to our usual
array of events that members can always
look forward to.
Sail camp saw the inaugural bar-to-bar
race that saw the prowess of the
drinking and sailing skills of the different
batches. No doubt there was much
screaming and cursing that comes with
the usual mixture of alcohol in a sailor’s
blood. We hope that this will become a
yearly tradition that members of the club
can look forward to. We would also like
to thank the alumni for helping us umpire
this race and making sure we were still
safe in our semi-sober state.
Another key bonding event was the Li
Ka Shing Cup. There was a superb
display of costumes from Santa and his
sleigh to Charlie’s Angels, with each
team having a good mix of alumni and
current members.
“It takes a village to raise a child”, thus I
would like to express my sincerest
gratitude to the members, Andrew, OSL
and the alumni for their continued
support of the club. Also, it has been an
honour to work with every one in the 9th
Executive Committee the past year.

ANNUAL REPORT 2013

It was one of our goals from the
beginning to give club members more
exposure through participating in local
and overseas regattas. With the
acquisition of two new J24s by the club
and the help of Andrew, we were
fortunate enough to be able to do so.
The 2013 Top of the Gulf Regatta saw
the largest SMU contingent in an
international regatta with 3 entries in the
Platu Class and 1 in the IRC A class. We
also made up more than half of the J4
Nationals fleet, sending in 3 teams who
all placed podium finishes.

I hope that everyone finds that gust of
wind that takes you on an adventure of a
lifetime, to explore, dream and discover.
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Vice-President’s Address

Aloha pretty Sailors,

YOU WILL NEVER BE
TOO SAFE
As safety always comes first, let me
begin by addressing this aspect. I
am glad that there were no major
incident for the past year. However,
there were minor safety breaches
due to negligence. Safety should
always be our upmost priority and
never be compromised or taken for
granted. An incident will always be
an incident too many so let us keep
a lookout for each other and remind
one another whenever safety is put
at risk. As the title subject header
suggest. YOU WILL NEVER BE
TOO SAFE, so always take
precautions.

GYM TRAINING
The gym training has been designed to
improve the overall fitness of our club,
pushing everyone’s limit without going past
the breaking point. We have incorporated
games with training values to inject some
fun into our trainings. Newer and more
challenging exercises were also introduced
to give ‘freshness’ to the individual
sessions. Weekly session were alternated
between programmes targeting at specific
areas - cardio fitness and physical strength.
After training together for a year, I am really
satisfied of the improvement that most had.
Stay diligent in the gym and you’ll see the
benefit in due time. Always remember, the
harder you train now, the easier it would be
later. So train hard guys, always remember
to have fun too, play games – captain’s ball,
topple that cone. If you can make your
training fun, training would not be a chore
and you will look forward to it.

CLOSING
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The past year has been a wonderful
year for me, serving as the VP of
the SMU Sailing Club, and seeing
this amazing club grow from
strength to strength. All these would
not be possible without the
guidance of our manager Andrew,
the fine leadership by our previous
EXCOs, and the effort put in by
every members and alumni. So
kudos everyone for the job well
done. Now with the new EXCO
leading the club, I sincerely hope
that everyone could support the
new EXCO in the same manner that
we receive your support.

Once again, thank you all for the support
for the past year. Let’s continue to build this
club together.
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Secretary’s Address

As secretary, my job revolves around
administrative duties. These
administrative duties are the
fundamental supports for the club to
operate and run smoothly, and I believe
that only secretaries will be able to truly
understand the stress of ensuring that
all paperworks are in order. My job

includes maintaining boat documents,
updating the club census, coordinating
meetings, updating CCA records and
administrative procedures for regatta
registration. Besides being the club’s
administrator, I also served as liaison to
the club’s stakeholders, such as SSU,
SMU Sailing Alumni and Raffles Marina.
In 2013, the club saw an intake of 12
freshmen, which made up
approximately 25% of the club’s total
strength. The club also saw a handful of
experienced sailors amongst the new
intake of freshmen, and this was indeed
a great blessing to the club.
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In 2013, I was given the privilege to
serve the club as General Secretary of
t h e 9th E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e .
Undertaking the role as General
Secretary allowed me to appreciate the
vast amount of work and effort that my
predecessors have put in to maintain
the image and smooth running of the
club.
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Secretary’s Address

Not surprisingly, the sailors continued to
excel outside of the sailing arena, with
m a n y c l i n c h i n g a w a rd s a t t h e
prestigious University of Student Life
Award (USLA) Ceremony. The USLA
recognises students who have made
commendable contributions to SMU,
and the club is honoured to share the
success of these sailors who have done
the club proud. In addition, under the

annual SSU Club Classification
Exercise, SMU Sailing has yet again
been placed in the core tier (Sports
Excellence Club). Indeed, 2013 has
been a good year for the club, with
many achievements unlocked, and I
believe year 2014 will see the club
soaring to even greater heights.

USL Excellence Award (Club)

SMU Sailing

USL Excellence Award (Individual)

Lim Zhi Yang Calvin

Tan Tee Chee & Tsan Kah Ngooh
Award

Loh Wai Keong, Eric

Dean of Students Award

Lam Pei Yi Terena
Lim Zongwei Alexi
Ong Chin Yi Samuel
Quek Li Jun Gwen
Siau Bi Yan Justin
Tan Hwee Ling Camelia Felicita
Tan Wei Chong
Chua Le Ling Samantha

Lee Foundation Student Life
Scholarship
Levin Angsana Award

Fung Cheah Ern Joy
Mok Zhi Wei

SMU Sports Union Award 2013
Club of the Year Award

SMU Sailing
SSF Awards Night 2013

Club of the Year Award

SMU Sailing
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University of Student Life Award 2013
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as we strived our best to bring to club to
greater glory.
Special thanks goes out to Andrew, our
team manager, for his continuous and
unfailing support to the club, providing
the club with countless opportunities to
excel and develop. To both current and
alumni sailors, thank you for supporting
the 9th Executive Committee, for having
that faith and confidence in us. With
that, I wish the 10th Executive Committee
the best of luck as they take office this
coming year.
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Serving the club as Secretary has indeed
been a good learning experience for me.
The many opportunities given
throughout the term has natured and
honed my personal development in
many ways. From the usual secretariat
duties to organising the Asia-Pacific
Student Cup 2013, all these are valuable
experiences that I will take away from my
student life at SMU. It has indeed been a
fulfilling term, working alongside with my
fellow ExCo members, serving and
leading the club. I am blessed to be part
of this dynamic team, going through
moments of ups and downs with them,
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MEMBERSHIP RECORD
According to official records as of 31 December 2013, we have 36 full-time
members. (Note: Alumni members are stated in the alumni report.)

YEAR 1
Alson Tan Yong Kiong

Isabel Chang Bao Ke

Andrew Justin Fong Mun Kong

Lam Hong Ru

Elliot Tan Cheng Liang

Lee Shu Xian

Matthew Yee Guan Feng

Soh Wei Na

Victoria Koh Min Yi
Chan Qing Huang

Bryan Reginald Chan Zhi Jian

Chen Li Wen

Chen Hwee Yoong Judith

Ho Mei Jing Darice

Lim Han Yang Collin

Lee Zheng Yi George

Tan Yingren Vince

Wee Jian Yong Lionel

Yong Lee Shyan Lydia

Ong Zi Hui

Lim Sian Ang Anton

Tan Zhi Yuan

Vong Randy

YEAR 3
Chang Aretha

Ching Pu Fang

Lam PeiYi Terena

Mok Zhi Wei

Seah Yujia

Siau Bi Yan Justin

Tan Sze Ern Lynette

Tan Wei Chong

Wong Wei-Liang Jimmy

Camelia Tan Hwee Ling

YEAR 4
Chua Le Ling Samantha

Fung Cheah Ern Joy

Goh Wei Cheng Melissa

Lim Zhongwei Alexi

Lim Zhi Yang Calvin

Quek Li Jun Gwen

Wee Jian Wei Leonard

Ng Yu Hui
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YEAR 2
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Training & Development
Officer’s Address

2013 was a particularly challenging year
for SMU Sailing, training wise. With a
huge intake of year 1s to train and hone
as well as the disappearance of our
beloved year 3s who decided to ALL go
on exchange together, this was a trial
the newly elected executive committee
had to go through and overcome since
sailors’ development was mostly
through sharing of knowledge from the
seniors.
Notwithstanding the circumstances, I
am happy to report that SMU Sailing
has done well and produced splendid
results in terms of improved proficiency
among the sailors and better regatta
achievements while staying true to the
sailing tradition of having fun in the
process.

REGATTA PARTICIPATION AND
RESULTS
SMU Sailing has done extremely well
this year in our earmarked regattas such
as Singapore Straits Regatta, Top of the
Gulf Sailing Regatta and other local
regattas; outdoing the previous year’s
results.
These results were achieved in spite of
introducing new helms to the regatta
scene such as Camelia and Pei Quan
who went on to achieve first place in
their respective classes in Singapore
Straits Regatta and Top of the Gulf
International Regatta respectively. Crew
were also retrained to new positions to

As Willie Mays once said, “In order to
excel, you must be completely
dedicated to your chosen sport. You
must also be prepared to work hard and
be willing to accept constructive
criticism. Without one-hundred percent,
you won’t be able to do this.”
I am therefore pleased to say that the
sailors have displayed this dedication
and commitment amidst the demands
of university life and this will definitely go
a long way in doing well in life.
I n s u m m a r y, S M U S a i l i n g h a s
participated in a total 10 regattas and
achieved podium finishes in 7 of these
regattas this year. A consolidated list of
regatta participation and results can be
found appended to this report.
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2013 AT A GLANCE

suit the needs of the club given the
dynamic change in demographics and I
would like to applaud these crew for
going the extra mile in training to be
proficient in their newly minted roles.
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At the start of 2013, during the Annual
General Meeting, the training direction
and plans was announced as such:
Development of sailors
Junior: Developing the proficiency in at
least one role
Senior: Developing proficiency in at
least two roles and racing tactics
Training Plans (Water)
• More Drills (Routine and Specific)
• Specialization courses
• More Racing
• Seniors will look forward to having
more advanced trainings every
fortnightly
• Training for Helms during the
weekdays of the second half of the
year
While I have strived to achieve most of

This was because of the lack of
resources to organise these activities
and the change in the training plans to
tailor to the needs of the sailors in areas
where they were weak in for more
effective training.
Lastly, for sailors who could not be
proficient in another role for reasons
such as being vital to the club since
their current roles were extremely
important, i.e. helm, please understand
that the shift to expand the roles of
every member requires time to
accomplish and I thank you for patiently
guiding the new sailors while waiting for
your turn.
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TRAINING DIRECTION & PLANS

the planned objectives set out such as
more racing and more routine drills to
develop our sailors better, there were
some objectives that were deemed
unfeasible such as fortnightly senior
trainings and training for helms during
weekdays.
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In addition to the Training Directions and
Plans set out in the Annual General
Meeting, the selection criteria was also
tweaked to add in more factors for
better decision making for regatta
selections. One of the key reasons for
adding succession planning and
opportunities given thus far was the
need to think long term and to expose
all our sailors to the limited opportunities
we have given our growing numbers so
as to increase our breadth and depth of
our members in the club.
The selection criteria was tweaked as
follows:
Commitment
Attendance of water & gym trainings
from start of the year
Competency
Feedback from 5 sources:
1. Water competency test (Introduced
recently)
2. Fitness test
3. Theory test (Introduced recently)
4. TDO & Coach
5. General feedback
Compatibility
Feedback from 2 sources:
1. Yourself
2. Observation from Exco & Coach

Succession planning
Opportunities that have been given thus
far
Through this change, more
opportunities have been given to the
year 1s in key positions on the boat as
well as the training of new helms in view
of the talent drain we are expecting
when our experienced sailors graduate.
Also, sailors could look forward to
compete in new roles or experience
new regattas that they had not been for
to keep up with our members’ interest.
Notwithstanding, the selection
committee has not compromised on the
3Cs with the introduction of other
considerations and safety was never
overlooked as well.

COURSES AND OUTREACH
To improve our competency, courses
such as helm course was conducted to
ensure that everyone was equipped
with essential skills should they required
to take the helm of the boat.
In addition, outreach programmes to
bring sailing to the school population
was conducted such as Sailing 101,
Sailing Level 1 and a sailing event at
sports camp.
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SELECTION CRITERIA

Other Considerations
ATTITUDE
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I am also pleased to announce that the
following initiatives were introduced by
me to improve the development of
sailors and the camaraderie of club
members.
Theory test and practical test
All sailors had to go through a theory
test in addition to a practical test
conducted by the coach, Christopher
Lim and myself to gauge their
performance in stress conditions and a
platform to showcase how much they
have improved over time.
In addition, these tests helped to gauge
the standards of our club and enabled
me to implement effective training by
targeting at the weak areas shown
during the tests.
Angel and mortal game
The Angel and Mortal game, an idea
inspired from Peer Helpers, was
introduced to the 19th Singapore Straits
Regatta to build bonds not just
amongst the different batches of sailors
but also amongst the alumni as they
were roped in to play the game.
The objective of the game was “To treat
the person well and make sure they are
always happy and well taken care of
and for them to guess who their angel
is.” by showering the mortals with love
from donuts, bananas to naughty g and
confusing them with red herrings
throughout the duration of the game.
Penalties went to those who could

I would like to say that this game proved
to be a hit with many good reviews and
was even continued for the 20 th
Singapore Straits Regatta and I hope
this tradition will come to stay for many
more SSR to come; just like how the
bachelor/bachelorette is the key
highlight for the Top of the Gulf regatta
series.
Regatta reports
Since Royal Langkawi International
Regatta, I have asked the helms to write
a report of their experience when sailing
the different regattas; the strategy that
they took as well as the wind and waves
conditions. This is to create a wealth of
“local” knowledge which future helms
can refer to and would be an asset to
SMU Sailing.
Sadly, I have discontinued this practice
from the Top of the Gulf Sailing Regatta
for reasons of being unsure whether I
should let this wealth of knowledge be
made public to the SMU Sailing
community since these reports were
written out of goodwill by the helms
themselves and I do not want them to
be held accountable for what they have
written.
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NEW INITIATIVES INTRODUCED

guess their angles correctly through the
good old sailing tradition of drinking
shots; with observant Leonard Wee
monopolising the game by correctly
guessing for the mortals who their
angels were, much to the dismay of the
angels.

I thus leave this treasure to my
successor, Bryan, to decide on what to
do with these precious reports.
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This year chill sail was held on the 29th
of June and the Racing Rules of Sailing
was disregarded with a new format of
racing introduced, inspired by the many
gambling genre mangas I have read.
This involved achieving points by
correctly answering questions on
general knowledge and sailing and
using these points to bid for special
items such as giving penalties to the
opposing team to boost their chances
of winning.
Racing was therefore tough but
nevertheless fun as penalties were
thrown especially during down winds.
Format of the game was very wellreceived with the winning team receiving
a carton of beer and this format was
repeated for sail camp.
TDO Challenge
For the 16th Western Regatta, the
inaugural TDO challenge was issued to
ALL SMU Sailing boats.
The Challenge:
“For every bullet a boat scores in a race,
the TDO will consume two shots. An
additional 3 more shots will be

consumed by the TDO should the SMU
President Cup be won or should a boat
obtain an overall first for that class at
the end of regatta. All shots owed will
be consumed at the end of regatta at
the closing ceremony. The shot glass
will be provided by the TDO himself.”
Fortunately or unfortunately, SMU
Sailors did well leading to a total of 20+
shots owed of which much was
consumed during the night, with a
bucket over someone’s head to end it
all.
For the TDO Challenge have this
continuing clause:
“This TDO challenge should be
continued yearly unless circumstances
deem it unsuitable for any particular
year (the current running TDO shall have
the discretion to decide whether to hold
the challenge after giving much thought
into the matter.)”
I therefore look forward to Bryan, my
successor to issue this challenge for the
17th Western Circuit Sailing Regatta.
.
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Chill Sail
The introduction of chill sail during the
summer break was to allow sailors to
take a break from the monotony of
training and to have a memorable time
while trying out roles that they would
not have a chance to try; improving their
understanding of the different roles on
the boat.
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Thus far, a total of 18 alumni have
signed up and we are pleased to see
some of these alumni joining us for
training, imparting invaluable wisdom to
us.
Parting Present
Come this summer, I will be creating a
video, with help from the graduating
batch, on the different hoists and drops
to reduce the learning curve our new
sailors always experience whenever
they join us every August.
This will be a parting gift both from
myself as TDO and from the graduating
batch and I hope many new sailors will
benefit from this video.

LOOKING FORWARD
With the number of boats SMU Sailing
owns increasing to 9 boats, there is no
better time to be part of SMU Sailing.
As the club scales up and gains more
recognition, expect more opportunities
to do the school proud and to grow
personally with this group of cherished
friends you call family.
After all, it is family who will be with you
through thick and thin and this is where
you will make the best memories from in
your undergraduate days. Do however
remember to keep up the dedication
and commitment you have shown
through the past year to not just bring
the club to greater heights, but also to
create a lasting memory you will share
with the sailors for a long times to
come.
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Sailing with the alumni
With the alumni being one of the
strengths of SMU Sailing, a google docs
form: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
1TLAsu7_j8QuyUmELgjmCmOclUI3rRG
ZReNfzjIgInI/viewform was created to
have a database of graduated sailors
who wish to sail with us during trainings.
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LIST OF REGATTA PARTICIPATION AND RESULT
Regatta

Results (Class)

January

Royal International Langkawi
Regatta 2013

3rd (Sportsboat)

February

19th Singapore Straits Regatta

1st, 2nd (Platu One
Design), 2nd (J24)

May
July
July
August

Top of the Gulf International
Regatta 2013
1st Pan Pacific Intercollegiate
Xiamen Regatta 2013
Republic of Singapore Yacht Club
Regatta 2013
16th Western Circuit Sailing
Regatta

1st (IRC3)
3rd (Open)
1st, 2nd (IRC B), 2nd
(J24)
2nd (IRC B), 1st (J24)

September

Asia Pacific Student Cup 2013

Top 8

October

Constant Wind Match Cup 2013

4th

December

J24 Nationals 2013

2nd, 3rd

ANNUAL REPORT 2013

Month
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FINAL NOTE
This journey as the Training Development Officer will be a significant milestone for
me, filled with ups and downs while learning the ropes to be better at my role, be it
in my instruction or boat configurations, for the benefit of the club.
Seeing how the current year 2s have grown from their greenhorn days to the fullfledged sailors I know today has been satisfying. And while my term has not always
been a bed of roses, I would like to thank a few key people for making this journey
bearable.

I would also like to thank the seniors and the alumni for coming down to help with
training or offering a listening ear whenever I needed help (A big shout out especially
to Cat, Zi Xian, Daniel, Alina, Pei Quan, Richard, Cyril, Winfrid and the 8th executive
committee, namely Calvin, Joy, Alexi, Gwen, Sam, Eric). The help you have
provided and the advice you have given has provided me the strength to carry on
when the going seemed tough, when the outlook seemed bleak and the future
uncertain.
Last but not least, I would like to thank our team manager Andrew and unwavering
support from OSL for giving us the many opportunities we have enjoyed thus far.
I would also like to wish Bryan the very best for his term as the incoming Training
Development Officer. Knowing full well the demands of this position, he went in
courageously and he will definitely have my full support in all the decisions he
makes.
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I would like to first thank my executive committee for giving me support in the
initiatives I have launched as well as the decisions I have made. Thanks Yujia for
ensuring that logistics and maintenance of the boats were up to scratch so that the
boats are safe to use. Thanks Lynette for ensuring that the boats’ licences were
always promptly renewed so that the boats can be legally used. Thanks Terena and
Wei Chong for managing stakeholders and safety on my behalf whenever I was
unable to do so. Thanks Pu Fang for helping with the marketing of the club for
recruitment so that I have sufficient manpower for operations. And of course
Melissa for budgeting and processing all the claims without which none of these
would have even happened.

With this, I will end this report with my favourite sentence at the end of every water
training email I sent out.
See you out on water!
21

TO REACH A

PORT

WE MUST SAIL.

SAIL!

LIE AT

ANCHOR

SAIL! NOT DRIFT.

Finance Secretary’s Address

2013 was a momentous year for the
club. The year has seen significant
achievements for our sailors out on the
waters, but back at the docks, the year
has also has seen a major overhaul and
maintenance of our current fleet of
boats—to which much of the year’s
budget was dedicated to. All our six
boats are currently sail-worthy, but this
has come with extensive repairs done
over the past year. As we begin the new
year with our expanded fleet of boats,
let us not forget that sailing on these
boats are a privilege that should not be
taken for granted.
The club has ended the year 2013 in
good financial standing. I would like to
take this opportunity to thank Andrew
for his dedication and wisdom in
managing the club’s Sports Excellence
Budget, without whom the club would
not be able to enjoy the privileges of
competing in numerous overseas
regattas, sailing on newly-acquired
boats, or with new sails and equipment.
Also, many thanks to the members of
the Exco, particularly our Logs IC Yujia,
who has helped to make numerous
hefty purchases on behalf of the club!
Income and Expenditure

The sources of our Club’s income in
2013 came from the SMU Sports Union
(SSU) budget as well as the OSL Sports
Excellence budget. Collectively, these
two sources have funded the club’s
participation in numerous local and
overseas regattas, asset purchases,
repairs and maintenance, competition
attire as well as club welfare. As per
previous years, the annual Sailing
Membership Fee and Sailing 101 were
also sources of income for the club but
this year, the club received an added
bonus from having been awarded the
prestigious USL Group Excellence
Award. Keep up the good work sailors!
Overall, the main categories and
breakdown of our expenditure has
remained largely unchanged, with the
upkeep of our boats continuing to be a
top priority. While much of our
expenditure for the year was dedicated
to maintaining and improving the
conditions of our current fleet of boats,
the club has spared no effort in ensuring
the welfare of our sailors as well- over
food and new team attire! Keep your
eyes peeled on our sailors as they hit
the waters in their new SMU Sailing
team attire!
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Dear Sailors,
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The following is a summary of the breakdown of the club’s expenses for the year
2013 for both the SSU budget and OSL budget:

SSU BUDGET
2%
Competition
37%
Competition Attire
52%
9%

OSL BUDGET
9%
33%

22%

Coaching
Facilities
Boat Repair
Sails
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Assets, Repairs
and Maintenance
Welfare

36%
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the growing number of sailors
and assets, getting our boats up to
speed and ready for racing is not
always smooth sailing. Our year began
with a bang, literally, as Jangan Main
Main’s starboard winch exploded during
a training session just weeks before
SSR 2013, (an unsuspecting harbinger
of the breakages and damages that
were about to come).

BOAT OVERHAUL
One of the key challenges we faced this
year was getting major repairs
completed despite our intensive training
programme. This year saw a record
number of breakages and boat
damages that pushed the club to send
our boats for a major overhaul. Since
September, the Exco has been working
tirelessly to oversee fiberglass repairs to
the bows of our beloved Platus,
SMUve’s broken gooseneck, busted jib
cars, blocks and cleats and missing

YEAR 2013’S ACQUISITIONS
AND PURCHASES:
2 J24s (Quarterdeck & Juno)
2 sets of SB20 Racing Sails
2 Outboard Motor Engines
1 J24 Spinnaker Pole
1 Platu Spinnaker Pole

burgees on our J24s. Although the
repairs took longer than predicted, they
were completed with some time left for
training, allowing us to send a larger
fleet of two Platus and three J24s to the
recent SSR 2014.
In addition to the major repair work, we
also purchased a new outboard motor
engine for Shengli and a new spinnaker
pole for SMUMad to replace its carbonfibre spinnaker pole, which snapped
into two during training. Fraying sheets
and spinnaker halyards were also
replaced on Shengli, Jangan Main Main,
Quarterdeck and SMUMad. While most
of the breakages occurred due to wear
and tear accumulated over the years, let
us not forget that we can all do our part
to preserve the lifespan of our
equipment with just a little TLC.
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On the brighter note, the club acquired
two boats this year. Quarterdeck, once
a familiar face of the SMU Sailing Club,
made its re-debut at the 16th Western
Circuit Sailing Regatta under the helm of
our friends from UWA. And thanks to
the generous donation of Mr Tim Tan,
the club also welcomed our former
competitor Juno to our family of J24s.
W ith the addition of Juno and
Quarterdeck, our sailing club is now the
proud owner of two Platus, four J24s,
and three SB20s, bringing our total
number of assets to nine keelboats.
Along with the acquisition, we had to
make a few purchases to get the two
boats up and running. While a few
repairs on Juno are still underway, we
are happy to report that Quarterdeck is
now equipped with a new outboard
motor engine and spinnaker pole.

IMPROVED INVENTORY SYSTEM
Evidently, with a greater number of
boats, keeping track of sail and boat
repairs can be an arduous task. Faced
with the high frequency of damages and
repairs across a large number of assets,
we set out to record damages to our
fast-deteriorating sails, as well as
dimensions and specifications for new

Learning to care for our boats is part
and parcel of sailing. With this base, I
hope future Logistics Directors can
continue to build and share this
knowledge so that our sailors can be
more involved in caring and maintaining
our club’s assets.

COLLABORATION IS KEY
It goes without saying that all this would
not have been possible without the
support of the Exco, the incoming Exco,
Andrew and the Office of Student Life.
In particular, a big thank you to Terena
for being my key liaison with MYS to get
our repairs done. And another big thank
you to Collin and Liwen for working so
closely with me to do a handover and
plan our incoming purchases together.
And last but not least, thank you
everyone for putting up with me
throughout this year. I truly learnt a lot
and I hope I made a positive
contribution to the club.
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TWO MORE J24 BOATS

purchases. This information has allowed
us to better plan our budgets more
effectively, as well as make purchases
easier for future Logistics Directors.
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While not having a direct involvement in
the club’s day-to-day operations, the
club is necessarily boosted by a huge
dose of marketing. SMU Sailing reaches
out to more and more interested
stakeholders beyond the confines of our
tiny school and country as we
participate in and organize an increasing
number of regattas!
It’s been a truly remarkable year for the
club as we built on projects that have
been embarked upon in the previous
years to make them bigger and bolder!
Of course, we do not forget the life-long
friendships forged within the club, and
amongst schoolmates and the sailing

community. These bonds are what will
remain with us even as we graduate
and get caught up in the busy working
world (as we often but regrettably do).
Ten years down the road and you may
still remember the adrenaline rush of
that bar-to-bar race during sail camp,
that wonderful feeling in lounging at the
pool/beach in Thailand after a race/
regatta, or that particular starry night
when things got a little crazy. This is
why we have our club events like the
Mooncake festival, Christmas party to
keep everyone in contact – the
progressively extensive alumni network
is exceedingly crucial in keeping the
club going and maintaining its spirit lets keep that in mind!
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Dear belo ved Sailors
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SMUSAILING WEBSITE,
NEWSLETTERS & FACEBOOK
PAGE
These two platforms continue to be
the main avenue for us to connect
with the rest of the world, be it in the
form of photos, words or videos!

navigation by sailors and public
alike as well as give it a visual
makeover after two years of the
same layout (albeit classy). Now,
its even easier to find out about
the club and its achievements! In
order to liven things up, the
monthly newsletter were also
redesigned for a more vibrant
and professional look, without of
course compromising on the
quality and humor of the
writings! These monthly-reads
that express details of our events
and competitions keep friends,
family and the community in the
loop on the club’s whereabouts!
More pictures were added to the
newsletter to better showcase
the club in its activities.
Unfortunately, the attention to
the newletters may have been
achieved at the expense of the
blog, which will be something for
future executive committees to
learn from and improve on. That
said, the Starry Night countdown
timer is a new addition to the
homepage of our website and
counts the number of days to
the big day of every semester!

Facebook Page December 2013

It was the aim of our executive committee to
boost the facebook outreach to at least 300
likes in 2013. We are proud to say that this goal
has been achieved, with 343 likes as of 28
January 2014! We’ve come a long way and
there remains a great deal that we can do to
improve, and that many more likes that we
should try to secure! Hopefully, albums of
handpicked smusailing-in-action shots from
various regattas and events through the year
have helped to bring the club’s sailing to friends
and beyond!
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Facebook Page January 2013

The smusailing.com website
underwent an update early in 2013
to improve its organisational
structure for
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We all know what the teams at the top
have in common – an awesome team
attire not only to showcase team identity
but also as a way to intimidate. Having a
team attire cultivates a sense of
belonging in the club, feeding our
confidence through races and also
making us look spiffy in photos. More
than that, the attire protects our bodily
integrity from the ever scorching sun in
Singapore as well as the rough surfaces
of the boat. This year, the club decided
to go more experimental in its team
attire, venturing beyond the usual but
much needed lycra to sailing shorts! We
all need a good pair of sailing shorts to
protect our bottoms and our thighs –
and after much deliberation – decided
to go with SLAM, an affordable option.
The main thing we did different this year
is the decision to be more practical and
flexible. We designated a specific
amount of subsidy per person which
can be used either for the purchase of
the lycra or the shorts, noting that
members have different preferences
attire-wise. Look out for our subtle but
impressionable team attire in upcoming
regattas!

PLANNING EVENTS
SMU Sailing is not just about the sailing,
though the sailing aspect will always be
the heart of it. As mentioned above, it is
also what we do outside of literally
sailing that makes SMU Sailing unique
and one of the top CCAs in SMU. Every
year, we organise a number of events
ranging from the well-established
Western Circuit Sailing Regatta to the
up and coming Asia Pacific Student
cup, as well as other club events! These
events are a great way to connect with
our external network and anchor our
presence in the sailing community. The
university sailing scene is another big
focus of the club that has burgeoned in
importance on our list of priorities the
past two years. Of course, maintaining
relations within the club and the alumni
network still remains our one of our core
priorities!
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TEAM ATTIRE

29

Marketing & Communications
Officer’s Address

16th SMU-RM Western Circuit
Sailing Regatta
The 16th WCSR was chaired by Seah
Yujia and co-chaired by Camelia Tan.
The SMU-RM Western Circuit Sailing
Regatta (WCSR) has always been a
regatta close to the hearts of SMU
sailors. Onshore activities are organised
by a student committee made up of
freshman sailors and this year was no
different. Held over two weekends on
the 17th, 18th and 24th August 2013, this
year’s regatta saw record high
participation of over 400 international
and local participants, 79 boats
competing across eight different
classes, making it the largest keelboat
regatta in Singapore. In addition, the
inaugural race for the SMU SB20
International Cup was also held this
year. With 20 SB20 boats competing for
line honours, it was the first time
Singapore has seen a One-Design fleet
of this size.
Organising the regatta provides a
platform for young and enthusiastic
students from SMU to showcase their
holistic education and organizational
capabilities. Positive feedback and
commendations from the sailing
c o m m u n i t y a n d S M U ’s s e n i o r
management reaffirmed SMU sailors’
abilities to translate and knowledge
gained from the classroom and sporting
achievements into their organisational
s k i l l s . N e e d l e s s t o s a y, t h e i r
performance would not have been
possible without the strong partnership

between SMU Sailing and Raffles
Marina’s senior management. Both
SMU and Raffles Marina renewed their
Memorandum of Understanding at the
Closing Ceremony, celebrating the
momentous success of this year’s
regatta.
In line with SMU’s spirit of developing
socially responsible individuals with a
passion for community engagement,
the WCSR also provides an opportunity
for SMU sailors to give back to the
sailing community. Months before the
regatta, SMU volunteers, led by sailors
Chen Liwen and Lydia Yong, lent their
helping hands to Sailability Singapore, a
non-profit organization dedicated to
enriching the lives of the disabled
through sailing. Interaction with our
beneficiary was no longer constrained
to the actual event dates but was not
expanded to involve students in the
weekly training sessions where sailors
from Sailability prepared for upcoming
regattas. Through a charity auction, we
were able to raise over $30,000 for the
organization, which would go a long
way to supporting their programme and
sporting endeavours.
For more information, please visit
www.westerncircuit.com.
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Asia pacific student cup

Li Ka Shing Cup @ the Bay

With access to eight SB20s in Marina Bay
in view of the collaboration with the
Singapore Sailing Federation (SSF), this
was the perfect location for Li Ka Shing
Cup, our annual club regatta. Held in
December, six four-man entries graced
the event this year. To facilitate intra-club
bonding, this year’s edition required every
member of a team to be from a different
year and with at least one alumnus
member in the team. Incorporating the
Christmas season as backdrop, many
came clad in Christmas attire ready to win
the best-dressed title. Held on a crowded
Saturday, this event raised publicity and
awareness of SMU Sailing amongst the
many spectators in the CBD area.
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2013 marks the second year in which
the club organised and hosted the
Asia Pacific Student Cup, following on
from its success the year before.
Fourteen university entries from eight
different countries including China,
Italy, Japan, Thailand, Ireland, Malaysia
and Australia came to participate in
this match-racing event, with teams
from NUS, NTU, SP and SMU
constituting the local line-up. The
regatta had reknown and experienced
umpires/juries flying in to conduct the
regatta, and the week-long exciting
racing action garnered substantial
p u b l i c i t y i n M a r i n a B a y. A l s o
complementing the racing were fringe
activites conducted by our club in
bringing them out to experience the
food delights and shopping in
Singapore, at the same time cultivating
some lasting friendships with the
international sailing community. This
regatta is set to grow even bigger in
the future years as the match-racing
scene gains traction with students
worldwide. For more information,
please visit the Facebook page at:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/
A s i a - P a c i fi c - S t u d e n t - C u p /
384603401576282
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Annual Sail Camp and Vivace
Sail camp this year featured the usual
great company, food, games as well as
an exciting bar-to-bar race that saw
teams racing from the bar in Raffles
Marina to the pontoon to rig up, race,
and finish back at the bar in record
time.
Vivace, our yearly freshmen recruitment
exercise, brought home the popularity
of our introductory Sailing 101 with
more than 80 sign-ups. We ultimately
recruited a strong pack of 9 freshmen
who showed extremely strong dynamics
within a semester!

Starry Nite
Sailing 101
SSU Sports Camp 2013 –
Sailing station
Level 1 Dinghy Proficiency
Certification
SMU Sailing Alumni Farewell
SMU Sailing Mooncake Festival
SMU Sailing Christmas Party

FINAL WORDS
It has been a truly enjoyable year as the
Marketing and Communications Officer
of SMU Sailing. Appreciation goes out to
all who have made the 9th year of SMU
Sailing so successful, including friends
that we have made along our sailing
journey. Being able to utilise my
strengths in contributing to the club that
has given me so much excitement and a
sense of belonging is truly rewarding,
and I can assure you that my years in
SMU Sailing will not come to an end by
merely stepping down.
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LIST OF OTHER EVENTS THAT
OCCURRED:
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The SMU Sailing Alumni Group experienced significant milestones in 2013. We
joined the SMU Alumni Association in 2013, and the membership structure was
streamlined to reflect the group’s growing size and changing makeup. Being a part
of this official school body means more support for the group’s social events as well
as greater recognition as an alumni group by SMU. The Group however remains
fully autonomous and continues to be managed and run by SMU Sailing alumni
volunteers.
To commemorate this milestone, a launch party was held at Marina Bay on 7 April
2013. Around 30 alumni came and dusted off their old sailing gloves to take part in
an exciting day out sailing on the Marina Bay SB20s – the same boats that many of
our alumni had generously contributed funds towards helping the SMU Sailing Club
purchase. The day ended with a dinner party sponsored by the SMU Alumni
Relations Office.

As we enter 2014, our group will have a new Executive Committee for the first time
since our formation. John Lui (class of 2003) takes over as President, with Benjamin
Mui (class of 2004) and Wong Dan Chi (class of 2005) forming the rest of the
committee.
We look forward to an eventful 2014. If you are keen to contribute, please get in
touch with any one of the Executive Committee members.
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Besides these social events, our members continue to participate regularly
in sailing regattas, both with the SMU Sailing Club as well as with external teams. In
January 2013, a joint team of alumni and SMU sailors took part in the Singapore
Straits Regatta on our very own keelboat Xtra SMUve, while in July 2013 a team
comprised almost entirely of alumni sailors raced the RSYC Regatta on Waka Tere,
owned and skippered by a dear friend of SMU Sailing, Kurt Metzger. Some of
our alumni had also joined the SMU Sailing Club in their annual Top of the Gulf
Regatta in Thailand this year.
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ALUMNI MEMBERS
We welcomed the new batch of eight SMU Sailing Alumni who graduated in 2013.
To all new members, congratulations on completing your undergraduate education
and welcome to the alumni family. Here is the list of alumni members in 2013.
Class of 2003
John Lui

Vivian Neo

Wildon Goh

John Cheng

Class of 2004
Benjamin Mui

Dawn Phung

Koh Su Jun

Ong Chang Qi

Pua Youjin

Ashley Loy Wen Fang

Joshua Chan

Shinglei Koh

Fiona Sng

Louis Pek

Vincent Tan

Wong Dan Chi

Chong Zhixin

Somruetai Tantakitti

Class of 2006
Winfrid Wong

Alvin Ong

Jacqueline Tang

Jason Zhou

Jerry Tan

Karene Seah

Ng Jun Jia

Poh Lip Hang

Renfred Tay

Koh Seng Leong
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Class of 2005
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ALUMNI MEMBERS CONT’D
Class of 2007
Catherine Chua

Chua Muiyi

Er Zixian

Fidelis Tan

James Koh

Koh Ziyi

Lee Cher Han

Lim Peimun

Sherilyn Tan

Priscillia Teo

Karthik

Elin Wong

Justina Sim
Class of 2008
Cai Min

Ng Chung Jin Bryan

Andrea Joy Dragon

Ang Yong Tat

Tan Boon Xin

Tam Shiu Wun Siobhan

Lim Zijie Christopher

Dawn Liu

Cyril Chua Jing-Yuan

Shaun Toh Hong Yi

Chung Peiquan

Eric Loh Wai Keong

Angeline Ng Jun Hui

Brandon Heng Cheng Wei

Daniel Tan Wei Yang

Alina Chia Hui Yi

Samuel Ong Chin Yi
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Class of 2009
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
On behalf of the SMU Sailing Club,
The 9th Executive Committee would like to show our greatest appreciation to
several groups of people, whom without them we would not have been able to
carry out many of the club’s events and activities.
To the Office of Student Life for providing the countless opportunities where
members get to learn and grow by funding our equipment and events. Also for
your unwavering support in our events and international competitions.
To SMU Sports Union, for the continuous support of the club by keeping us in
the top tier amongst other CCAs and involving the club in the various school
events.

Last but not least, we would like to give a huge thank you to our sports
manager Andrew Tam, who time and time again gives us great guidance
through his wealth of experience. You have definitely been more like a father
figure to the club with your dedicated support for us.
Thank you once again to everyone who has been part of this family. We hope
that you will continue to pursue your passion in sailing and continue to help us
promote sailing as a lifestyle to everyone.
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To our very supportive alumni, who continue to take time off their busy
schedule to contribute back to the club and participate in the club’s events.
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We’d
ALWAYS
rather be
sailing!

SAILING

