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Introduction of SMU Sailing Club
SMU Sailing Club was established in 2004 by a small group of sailing enthusiasts after a
summer sailing trip to P. Aur. Since then, the club has grown to become the foremost tertiary
keelboat sailing club in Singapore, participating regularly in both local and international
regattas in the region. From a core group of 7 members in 2004, we are now a family of 30strong sailors and alumni.
We are based at Raffles Marina, and sail on three keelboats, two J24s, Shengli and Quarterdeck
and a Farr Platu 25, SMUve. We enjoy a lot of support from the sailing community, and
recently extended our Memorandum of Understanding with Raffles Marina for another 3 years
till 2010.
SMU Sailing club is the first tertiary institution to participate in regularly in the local and
regional keelboat scene. Training includes theory, water training once a week and physical
training sessions for a well rounded training programme to develop our sailors. Our teams have
benefited from being coached by the best; past coaches and instructors have included America’s
Cup sailors and past Asian Games medalists. As a result of the excellent support from the
University, Raffles Marina and all of our other supporters and stakeholders, we have excelled in
local regattas, winning the recently concluded RSYC Regatta 2007 and the 10th Western
Circuit Sailing Regatta in the IRC B division. We have also achieved honors in regional and
international regattas, winning the J24 division in the 12th Singapore Straits Regatta held in
Singapore & Batam in January 2005 and coming in 2nd in the Top of the Gulf Regatta in
Thailand in May 2007.
One of the highlights of our competitive sailing schedule is the international exposure our
sailors receive. As part of our growing profile as the foremost tertiary sailing club in Singapore,
we have been invited to participate in many overseas competition. Past competitions we have
been invited to include the Royal Langkawi International Regatta 2007, the Selangor Youth
Championships 2007, as well as the annual Coronation Cup Regatta, where we travel to
Thailand to brave strong winds, intense competition and experience a wonderful learning
journey with our Thai friends. The club and sailors have benefited from such exposure, making
friends and contacts that will last for a lifetime.
In addition, SMU Sailing is also synonymous with ‘experiential and fun learning’ for our hugely
popular S.A.I.L programme. S.A.I.L, or Student Active Involvement Programme, is an initiative
by the Office of Student Life. This program involves students taking over a 60 foot sailing
vessel; plotting a course, steering the boat and setting sail for an island in the region. Through
the voyage and subsequent landfall on the island where further adventure activities will be
carried out, participants learn first hand what effective team building is, and hone their
leadership skills in an alternative and challenging context. This program has received coverage
in the Business Times, as well as several local marina magazines and glowing reviews from staff,
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facilitators and participants alike. Currently, the S.A.I.L programme is being run directly by the
SMU Sailing Club. We are in the process of locating a suitable charter to run this program and
expect to reintroduce this well loved and important event back into the SMU Sailing calendar
soon.
As the club grows in strength and in resources, we look to play a greater role in the sailing
community. As we have received much support, we wish to give our support in raising the
profile of sailing among our peers in the tertiary institutions. In line with Singapore Sailing’s
objective to increase participation in sailing activities, we hope to be at the forefront of helping
to initiate an Inter Varsity and Polytechnic sailing regatta in the coming year.
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The 3rd SMU Sailing Club Executive Committee

President: Benjamin Mui (benjaminm.2004@economics.smu.edu.sg)

Vice President: Pua Youjin (youjin.pua.2004@economics.smu.edu.sg)

Secretary: Dickson Su (bingxing.su.2005@sis.smu.edu.sg )

Training Development Officer: Dawn Phung (dawn.phung.2004@accountancy.smu.edu.sg)

Finance Manager: Fiona Sng (fiona.sng.2005@accountancy.smu.edu.sg )

Logistics Manager: Ong Chang Qi (changqi.ong.2004@economics.smu.edu.sg )

Events Manager: Koh Su Jun (sujun.koh.2004@accountancy.smu.edu.sg)

Public Relations Manger: Wong Dan Chi (danchi.wong.2005@accountancy.smu.edu.sg)
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President’s Address
Dear Sailors and friends,
It gives me great honor to be writing this address, in what is the first ever report the Sailing
Club has produced. In many respects, this past year has been a year of many firsts. With the
continued and unwavering support of our friends at the Office of Student Life, Raffles Marina,
as well as the sailing community in Singapore, we have managed to consolidate our
achievements in the local scene, as well as raise our profile in the regional and international
arenas.
The past year has seen our sailors take part and excelled in many overseas events. Renfred Tay
and Koh Seng Leong did the nation and school proud with their success at the Asian Games in
Doha 2006. Renfred achieved a team gold for Keelboat match racing and Seng Leong won the
silver in the Laser Radial class. In what is the first of many firsts, the club fielded 3 teams for
this year’s Singapore Straits Regatta. This is a sure sign that sailing in SMU is gaining a larger
following, with the 16 sailors doing us proud by competing and doing well in what was arguably
the most challenging Singapore Straits Regatta so far. This was a large increase from 2005 &
2006, where we sent in only a single team. In February, the club was invited to participate in
the Royal Langkawi International Regatta, facing strong competition from sailors from
Australia, Malaysia, and Thailand. On top of the competition itself, our presence at this
international event helped to bolster the stock of the sailing club in the regional circuit. In
May, the club embarked on its annual program to the Top of the Gulf Regatta, where in
another first (and another reflection of the expanding base of the club), 22 sailors from
freshman to seniors competed and did well in this year’s event. This time, our all-girl team
made an appearance in the Performance Cruising Class and did a great job by bringing home
the silver medal for a well raced regatta.
Next up, we continued our active participation in the region by being invited and competing in
the inaugural Selangor Youth Championships, where we had the privilege of racing against the
very best in the regions. Many of the teams in this regatta will be making their way to the SEA
Games in December, so it definitely was a great learning experience to be part of the race.
Perhaps more importantly, we managed to form close friendships with the Malaysian national
keelboat teams based in the Royal Selangor Yacht Club; hosting them in our own Sailing
Training Camp in August. The summer months were spent training hard, and the results show
– Champions in the IRC B class for both the RSYC Regatta 2007 and the 10th Western Circuit
Sailing Regatta. In the J24 fleet, our rookie skippers and crews did exceedingly well by placing
just outside the top 3 ranked J24s in Singapore and are poised to break into their ranks soon.
The club also embarked on another first by being the first tertiary sailing club to organize an
international competition – the 10th Western Circuit Sailing Regatta – with our partners
Raffles Marina. With a record 43 entries taking part in this year’s event, this marked a
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milestone in the history of the club and reflected our desire to contribute back to the sailing
community.
All in all, the past year has been a watershed moment for the club, with the club expanding and
building on the work of our founding members. I would like to express my deepest gratitude to
the 3rd Executive Committee, without whom none of this could have happened. I would also
like to give special thanks to Andrew Tam from the Office of Student Life, a fellow sailor and a
very good friend. His advice and guidance has seen the club grow from what it was to what it is
now. Lastly, thank you. To all sailors past and present – I’ve said it many times before, you are
what makes this club tick.
SAIL ON.
Yours always,

Benjamin Mui
President
SMU Sailing Club
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Vice President’s Address
Dear Sailors,
The past year was a great time to be part of a brand new committee which consisted of many
new positions as well as many new goals for the club. We set about working toward achieving
our goals in expanding the club and bringing in the results, while at the same time preserving a
collegial, family environment.
We were forced to make changes to the way the Sailing Club was run to accommodate the
increase in size. In addition, we introduced physical training every week to supplement our
trainings on water so as to ensure the sailors would have ample opportunities to meet up with
each other.
My greatest challenge was to ensure cohesiveness in the club while making sure that we
maintained a drive to achieve results for the club. I am pleased to say that though it was
challenging, I never felt alone and each and every one of you have contributed in making my
time as Vice President a pleasant experience.
In conclusion, it was an extremely successful year and I am thankful to the committee as well as
our President for putting in all they have throughout the year. On a personal note, it was you,
the sailors, who have made my life complete over the past few years in SMU and I am sure it will
continue even after I have left.

Yours always,

Pua Youjin
Vice President
SMU Sailing Club
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Overview of Club Membership / Secretariat
All administrative issues relating to the club come under the purview of the General Secretary.
These include, updating of the club’s member database and mailing lists, safekeeping important
boat documents, preparing various reports for SSU and creating minutes for executive
committee meetings.
The role of the secretary calls for some one who is conscientious and meticulous. He handles all
information relating to the club’s operation and must be able to provide this information in a
timely and accurate manner.
Since August 2006, the club has grown to more than thirty active members that saw a healthy
competition for selection into regattas. To date, these are the active members of the club,
spanning a broad range of academic years, schools, and sailing experience.
Benjamin Mui Jie Min
Pua Youjin
Dickson Su Bingxing
Fiona Sng Yu Ling
Dawn Phung Min Hui
Koh Su Jun
Ong Chang Qi
Wong Dan Chi
Ng Tse Tiann
Vincent Tan Chang Huan
Timothy Tio Shu Hao
Charmain Tan Si Hui
Alvin Ong Chee Keong
Winfrid Ong Wing On
Jason Zhou Songyi
Jerry Tan Weijie
Soo Yn Ay

Louis Pek Ling Hong
Karene Seah
Tan Shi Wei
Renfred Tay
Ng Zheng Han
Ng Jun Jia
Somruetai Tantakitti
Sheryl Tay Wan Ling
Loy Wen Fang
Koh Shing Lei
Miranda Zhang Mingzhen
Christopher Ng Tze Hsien
Chua Han Quan
Tham Huan Ling
Chin Jiawen
Jacqueline Tang
Poh Lip Hang
Chong Zhi Xin

We have also a sizeable alumni of past SMU Sailors and friends of SMU Sailing. If you would
like to get in touch with us, do drop us an email and we will add you to our database.

Dickson Su
Secretary
SMU Sailing Club
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Competition Participation, Results and Reports
SMU Sailing has been extremely busy in the competition scene in the past year, both locally and
overseas.
After our recruitment drive in August 2006, we held Keelboat 101 courses to entice fresh,
eager-eyed SMU students into sailing. Over the semester, we trained them and geared them
towards the first major regatta – the 13th Singapore Straits Regatta (SSR). We fielded three
teams for the regatta: Shengli, Quarterdeck and SMUve. Held in Singapore and Batam waters,
this regatta gave some of our sailors a taste of what racing was all about. With Seng Leong at the
helm, Quarterdeck walked away with a first, second, and third in individual races, and fourth
place overall. Shengli came in fifth just behind them, and in the IRC category, SMUve came in
sixth place.
Shortly after SSR, we sent in a team to Malaysia for the Royal Langkawi International Regatta.
Blasting winds and huge waves made for an exciting regatta while lots of action was going on off
the waters as well1.
SSR and RLIR were merely preludes to the second part of the sailing season, which was the Top
of the Gulf Regatta, held in Pattaya, Thailand. Intensive training within our teams just two
weeks before the regatta saw the 24 of us going down to Raffles Marina nearly every day to sail.
TOGR proved to be a wonderful regatta. Winds ranged from 10 to 20 knots, testing our sailors’
ability to handle moderate to strong wind conditions. After sailing everyday, we could also look
forward to buffets, free flow of (alcoholic) drinks and parties, so who didn’t have fun? We sent
in four teams altogether, two platus and two boats in Class 2 (our IRC B equivalent), Panda
and Amanda. Our platus fought hard in the one design category and Renfred’s team walked
away with “Best Overseas Team” and tenth place overall, while Ben’s team came in a close
twelfth overall. In Class 2, Panda started off with a bang in race 1, coming in third place. At the
end, with two third places and two fourth places, they were tied with Naranthip for third place
overall, but came in fourth as Naranthip had a first place in race 2. Amanda and our all-girl crew
went through some trauma initially when we were placed in Class 1 and barely finished the
races on day 1. With Andrew’s help, the race committee put us back into Class 2 on the second
day. Eventually, with a first, second, and third in the three races, we came in second place
overall.
All in all, it was an extremely fulfilling regatta for us and I am sure all those who went for it
would agree that through all the racing, the broaches, the drinking, the partying, the fun and
laughter, we learnt a lot about sailing and about each other, and made friends for a lifetime.

1

Please see Vivian, Vincent, and Lip Hang for more details.
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Summer break saw us training up to four times a week, including physical training on weekdays
and water training on the weekends. Along the way, we also had our second sailing camp, a
three-day two-night affair held at Raffles Marina, our sailing home ground. This was all in
preparation for the last part of the season, the Republic of Singapore Yacht Club regatta and
the recently concluded Western Circuit Sailing Regatta. For these two regattas, we fielded three
teams each, helmed by our very up-and-coming sailors Renfred, Winfrid and Alvin. SMUve
kicked everybody’s asses, coming in first overall in IRC B in both regattas. Our J24s did well in
the regattas as well, with Shengli and Quarterdeck taking fifth and sixth places respectively in
RSYC. In the WCSR, Quarterdeck and Shengli fought even harder and came in fourth and
fifth respectively, very respectable results in the one-design class.
With that, we have come one full circle and are now ready to induct a new batch of freshmen
into our sailing family. It has been a fantastic year for us; we can look back in pride at all our
results, and we have seen all our sailors improve by leaps and bounds. I believe SMU Sailing will
continue to grow as a club and as a family.

Dawn Phung
Training Development Officer
SMU Sailing Club
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Overview of SMU Sailing Club Logistics
Confessions of the Logistics Head
Before I begin reporting about the club’s assets, it may be wise to request for every reader’s
attention to the logistical issues of the club. When I humbly took up this position around 1 year
ago, the club was small but growing. The club used to work on trust and as we are a student
club, not a commercial or military entity, I was not of the view of imposing strict controls and
administrative requirements for logistics.
This turns out to be an overly optimistic viewpoint. The club soared tremendously in many
areas last year – more participation in overseas regattas, doubling of members’ strength,
increased number of sailing clinics for fellow SMU students and many more. (For the finance
savvy, if SMU Sailing Club is a listed stock on the exchange, I will pour every penny I have into
it) This led to a huge strain on our boats and other equipments. Moreover, the boats are already
old (some are rumored to be as old as this year’s freshmen girls) thus increasing the effects of
wear and tear exponentially.
The above reasons are not meant to be excuses but to serve as a reminder to future leaders of the
club that they must consider many issues before embarking on strides to make the club a much
better one than what it already is. Our club’s finances do not grow proportionately with the
number of members but logistical problems grow more than proportionately with it.
Maintenance is indeed a crucial requirement to enhance the longevity of our assets.
That being said, I understand that maintenance never sounds as sexy or as exciting as our 5
minutes start or marks rounding. I urge every reader to empathise with the idea of maintenance
and participate in it as eagerly as the way you wake up every Sunday and travel to Raffles
Marina. It is not a one man’s job.
Reporting of Club’s assets
The club undergo major overhaul this year for most boats. We also acquire key assets that will
help us do better in races as well as maintaining the boat. The key assets are:
1. A new 4-stroke Yamaha motor for Shengli
2. A set of new sails for SMUve
3. Trolley for Shengli and SMUve
4. New traveler for the J24s
5. New cam cleats for wherever possible
As mentioned, the increase usage of our boats for training and courses place a significant strain
on the boats as well as the accountability of assets. It is thus intuitive that we have to devise
some logistical system to account for “non-perishable” items. With prospects of new boat(s)
coming along, we will need to get this system up and running and continue fine-tuning the
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system. The upcoming system, which will be under my portfolio before I hand over to the new
man onboard, will contain the following features:
1. Indexing all the key items on every boat (we will devise one pre-sail checklist that will
list the necessary items for sailing)
2. Prepare a sign on/ sign off sheet for every skipper that contain text boxes for the skipper
to indicate any damage, any maintenance done etc.
3. Prepare a boat cleaning kit for every boat.
That seems to be all for now. Looking forward, I will recommend the upcoming exco to
consider the following suggestions to minimise potential problems:
1. Recommend getting a cage-like cabinet to store our onshore items such as SAIL tape,
toolboxes, extra cleaning kits, masks and snorkels. Currently, we are using a white
cabinet in the dock that is co-owned by the Marina Crew. That is a non-ventilated box
and it will prove to be bad for items that contain moisture (which of course will include
99% of the items in the club)
2. Keep SMUve and Shengli up slip for most of the time. If conditions permit, just use
Quarterdeck. I notice that for the WCSR we practically upslip and downslip the boat
every week. Other than the fact that we may be arousing the unhappiness of the Marina
Crew (which is not so much of a problem as that is their job), it is the potential damage
and risk done to the boat every time we conduct this risky operation.
3. Introduce a system such that when a regatta approaches, repairs and maintenance of the
boat will be handed over to the skipper. Of course the logistical head will continue to
advise on repairs and authorise on the purchasing of items
4. Find a new place to keep our sails. Keeping at PPCDL room is not much of a solution.
We need another clean, dry well ventilated place.
5. On the issue of purchasing new items or boat repairs, I recommend giving priority to
repair the outhauls of all boats, getting new spin poles for SMUve and Shengli and
maybe new magnetic compass for any boats that require it. The fear of being lost in a
storm will be alleviated as long as we have some compass bearings giving us an
indication of where the boat is heading.
That is all. In my year of being the logistical head, I did secure a few contacts that will help make
our life better. However, I still lack good contacts in the areas of boat repairs and overhaul. This
may be very necessary in the near future as some of the recent damages on the boat are way
beyond the repair capabilities of student sailors.

Ong Chang Qi
Logistics Manager
SMU Sailing Club
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Overview of Events
The SMU Sailing Club saw five minor and major events through its 2007 – 2008 academic
year:
• Sailing 101
• Sailing 102
• Basic Sailing Course
• Sailing Course for Temasek Junior College
• Western Circuit Sailing Regatta 2007 – Beneficiary Race with 2380 raised
Sailing 101 saw over 80 students expressing interest to learn the ropes of being sailors, however,
because of the limitation of resources, only 30 students were able to partake in the course. The
aim of the course is to provide opportunities for students who are interested in this sport to
acquire basic knowledge and gain first hand experience of keelboat sailing. In addition,
retention of interested students who wants to become proficient sailors saw its take off here.
The Sailing 102 course was a tailored course conducted for faculties and staff of SMU. It saw
the participation of 6 faculties and staff on two boats. It has been well received and has been
commended to be of professional standard or better. The intention of the course was to raise
awareness of sailing as a lifestyle sport and to get faculties and staff to be supportive of and
interested in the activities of the SMU Sailing Club.
In addition to Sailing 101, sailors who would like to compete in this sport have to attend the
Basic Sailing Course. The Course, conducted by SAFYC, equips new sailors with the
knowledge of helming and steering a boat. Besides, the course also exposed our sailors to a
different form of sailing – dinghy sailing. Upon passing the test that is conducted at the end of
the course, the sailors were issued license which will enable them to charter dinghies at any
yacht club in Singapore. The recently concluded course saw a passing rate of 92% and of which,
all have become active competitive sailors.
The Sailing Course for Temasek Junior College (TJC) was conducted for youth dinghies sailors
who may be interested to learn more about keelboat sailing. It aims to help SMU attract
younger sailors to join the university and boost the strength and competency of the club. It has
been well received and had received positive feedback from TJC. Request for repeated courses
have been received but it was with regret that, due to lack of manpower, the SMU Sailing Club
has to turn down the request. Nevertheless, the SMU Sailing Club is now exploring the
possibility of conducting introductory keelboat courses for other tertiary institutions who may
be interested to kick start keelboat sailing.
SMU Sailing Club has always been a keen participant in the Western Circuit Sailing Regatta
organized by Raffles Marina. This year, in addition to participating in the regatta, SMU Sailing
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Club has also stepped up to co-organized this prestigious and Singapore largest regatta with
Raffles Marina. The regatta saw a participation of 43 boats in six different classes. The highlight
of the event and a milestone for the SMU Sailing Club is the signing of Memorandum of
Understanding between SMU and Raffles Marina. SMU Sailing Club can gain greater benefits
with this MOU as greater support from Raffles Marina and SMU to develop the tertiary water
sports scene and sailing scene can be expected.
The event has been well received by the yachting community all over Singapore and together
with SMU Sailing Club can expect continual, if not more, support from this community. The
signature vibrancy of SMU students has indeed been injected into this regatta. Boaters are
looking forward to yet another year of exhilarating fun and fantastic collaboration between
SMU and Raffles Marina.
The event saw the support and participation of Singapore Polytechnic Student Yacht Club and
National University of Singapore Yacht Club - a first step towards the Sailing Inter-Varsity
Competition which SMU Sailing Club hopes to organize in the near future. Talks are currently
underway with the four other tertiary institutions in Singapore.
The Beneficiary Race, a by-product of the Western Circuit Sailing Regatta, saw not only the
sailing yachts, but also the SMU Dragon Boat team organizing its very own Dragon Boat
Regatta. This partnership with the SMU Dragon Boat Team has opened unexplored grounds
for better and more exciting collaboration that both clubs can look forward to. Through this
race, SMU Sailing Club has also raised S$2380 for Sailability Singapore.
The event has also served to provide SMU sailors with a platform of learning beyond sailing.
The intricate details and planning that goes into organizing the regatta has open many eyes and
have brought about a new level of learning and insight to regattas. Regatta has now taken more
meaning to it than just sailing.
With the addition and completion of these events, SMU Sailing Club has progressed yet to
another level. May I beseech the new committee to use these achievements as stepping stones
for greater endeavor and accomplishments. Good luck and may no waves or wind be too
arduous.

Signing off,

Koh Su Jun
Events Manager
SMU Sailing Club
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Overview of SMU Sailing Club Finances
STATEMENT BY FINANCIAL SECRETARY
For the financial period from 1 September 2006 to 31 August 2007

My main role as the financial secretary is to ensure that SMU Sailing Club is sufficiently funded
and its members reimbursed where their claims fall due.
My job scope is as follows:
(a) To co-ordinate and consolidate each Term’s budget
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

To manage all claims, credit terms and advance payments
To balance all accounts
To maintain records of all transactions
To ensure compliance with Office of Finance, Students’ Association, SMU Sports Union and
SMU Assurance and Advisory Team’s guidelines

In my opinion, during this financial year, cash inflows and outflows have been efficiently
handled, and finance procedures have been complied appropriately by all members. The
income statement presented on Appendix B thus reflects to you a true and fair view of SMU
Sailing Club’s financial health in the last financial year.

Fiona Sng
Finance Manager
SMU Sailing Club

From the Public Relations Department..
Mailers, mailers and more mailers. In SMU, the best form of marketing is arguably emails and
the Publicity manager will do well to be acquainted with Photoshop and the likes. The mailers
should be approved by the events head and the president, but other that that you have free
reign! So let your creative juices run the show and show SMU how fun and vibrant the sailing
family is. :)

Wong Dan Chi
Public Relations Manager
SMU Sailing Club
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Club Status & Future Direction
With the election of the 4th Executive Committee, and with the influx of an ever increasing
number of enthusiastic and talented SMU students seeking to join the sailing family, the club is
in a strong position to retain the growth and success it has achieved so far.
The road ahead is never easy, but with the continued support of our partners and the relentless
vigor of our sailors, great things can be expected.
In the past year, we have managed to retain our Core Sport status under the SMU Sports
Union classification scheme, and our performances at both local and international
competitions have placed us within the Sports Excellence Scheme under the purview of the
Office of Student Life. We have secured the rights to train and race on 3 keelboats, and our
competitive team is strong and can only improve in the coming months.
Looking ahead, the club plans to consolidate its status as a strong competitor in the local and
regional sailing competitions. We also hope to be more active in promoting sailing as a sport
and a way of life to the SMU community by organizing more outreach programs. Lastly, we
hope to live up to our status as Singapore’s foremost tertiary sailing club by taking the lead in
developing youth sailing and tertiary competition in Singapore.
Do join us in the coming year as we embark on another chapter of the club’s future.

Wishing you fair winds and following seas,

SMU Sailing Club
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