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Singapore Match Race League 

Battle @ the Barrage Wrap-up 

Singapore’s Marina Barrage played host to 8 match racing teams on the weekend of 

26th and 27th March 2011, kicking off the inaugural event of the Match Racing 

League 2011.  

About The League 

The newly created league is part of SingaporeSailing’s efforts to create a vibrant and 

active local sailing scene and to complement the success of dinghy sailing through 

promotion of other sailing disciplines like windsurfing and keelboat sailing.  Held over 

2 days, the inaugural event held in the iconic Marina Barrage will see teams sailing 

in a prime water body, flanked by the imposing Marina Bay Sands hotel, Gardens by 

the Bay and the Singapore Flyer. 

The Racing – First blood 

The 8 teams, all buoyant 

and excited at the 

prospects of sailing in a 

new water body, arguably 

the most spectator-friendly 

so far, gathered on 

Saturday morning at the 

skippers’ briefing. A building westerly meant that the round robins would be run right 

in front of the Barrage pontoon area, with superb 

spectator vantage points of the tight racing. 

The carnage at the Barrage started with teams 

warming up immediately to the aggressive match 

racing jousts, essential to gain the upper edge in 

boat positioning using the OB markers along the shoreline. 



Those with the practice and match race experience under their belts shone, as the 

gusty winds picked up to over 10 knots, the tippy and powerful Platu 25’s coming into 

a life of their own! Going head-to-head in short intense 12 minute races, the 8 teams 

fought tooth and nail to notch the precious points to scale the round robin table. 

Throughout the day, as the 10 flights (with 20 

matches in total) were completed, the semi-final 

picture was starting to emerge. Maximilian Soh, 

leading the ‘Send it Sideways’ team’s charge 

was undefeated with 5 wins, closely followed by 

the SMU team helmed by Christopher Lim and 

Russell Kan’s young upstarts representing NOSS 

centre, each with 3 wins. It was setting up to be a tight wrap-up to the round robin 

stages, as all remaining 5 teams were within striking distance of a place in the semis, 

each with either 1 or 2 wins. 

The Racing – Nail biting Sunday morning 

Armed with the previous day’s familiarisation of the tricky but scenic conditions, the 

teams readied to do battle once again on Sunday. It took awhile for the shifting winds 

to settle. Slightly more overcast than the previous day, the 2 breezes – Easterly and 

Westerly were fighting for control over the piece of water. Eventually the Westerly 

won and round robin action got underway in steady 6 knot breezes. 

The final 4 flights of the round robin saw close racing as 

the teams jostled for the final semi spots. It came down 

to the last 2 matches for the nailbiter between Teo Wee 

Chin’s NTU undergraduates representing RSYC, James 

Cole’s crew from CSC and both SMU teams. It was left to 

Teo and Cole’s teams to rue the missed chances as the 

2 SMU teams eventually did just enough to scrap-

through to the semis! 



 

 

Semi-finals action – Rumble at the Barrage 

The on-water action was starting to pick up 

steam, and quite a few curious Sunday 

afternoon spectators at the Barrage. The best 

vantage points being the top of the Barrage’s 

roof garden, with a bird’s eye view of the 

racing below and the waterfront areas. The 

looming storm clouds out in the east had swung 

the winds 90 degrees to the southerly direction, 

meaning the top mark was now within 20 metres 

of the Barrage shoreline. A real treat for the SMU 

supporters gathered at the rock bund cheering 

on their teams. With the boat draw completed in 

front of a live audience and music pumping, the adrenaline levels rose as the start 

countdown ticked on.  

Each top mark rounding was feted with shouts from the gathered supporters, as the 

teams threw up their coloured 

spinnakers in a blinded rush to get 

the precious jump and accelerate 

towards the bottom mark, sailing 

towards imposing Marina Bay Sands 

Russell Kan (NOSS)  vs. 

 
Single Round Robin stage 

Results 
 

1 – Maximilian Soh (SAFYC) 
2 – Russell Kan (NOSS) 
3 – Christopher Lim (SMU) 
4 – Shaun Toh (SMU) 
5 – Teo Wee Chin (RSYC) 
6 – James Cole (CSC) 
Joint 7th  – Joe Howe (SAFYC) and 
Griselda Khng (SAFYC) 

 

Maximilian Soh (SAFYC) vs. 

Shaun Toh (SMU) 

Christopher Lim (SMU) 



hotel building and Sheares Bridge. Short and sharp duels were the order as the 

intense 12 minute races meant that every slip up was punished hard and every slick 

manoeuvre was rewarded with gains.  

The teams from SAFYC and NOSS’s form continued through from the round robins 

as they won 2-0 convincingly against the 2 SMU teams to advance to the finals, and 

setting up for an all-SMU derby for the petit finals.   

Finals action – Battle gloves on!  

There were some unsettled scores as Maximilian Soh looked to return the favour, 

after having being knocked out at the semis by Kan’s team at last year’s Asian 

Games selections. The stage was set for the Battle @ the Barrage as the storm 

clouds, which were developing over the past half hour was now pumping out a 

steady 12 knot breeze from the Easterly direction.  

With the course adjusted, the startline was now right in front of the pontoons and the 

top mark off the opposite shore. The breeze was coming straight off the opposite 

shore’s flat golf course, undisturbed and throwing down the gauntlet to the 4 

remaining teams. The spectators witnessed the live boat draw and heard what each 

skipper had to say before the teams rustled up for the final duel. 

Sailing right in front of the 

gathered crowd, and with 

the live racing 

commentary blaring, each 

move was dissected and 

fed to the onlookers. The 

tense pre-start in the building winds got underway. 

Hunter turned hunted and back again, as the tight manoeuvring in the pre-start 

meant everything. Boat handling a precious commodity as the crews stared down 

each other in the entry dialups, before bailing out and pushing each other to the 

edges in tense cat and mouse chases. 

Soh’s team drew first blood as they capitalized on their better boat handling skills to 

ease to a comfortable win. Showing that the start was going to be the crucial 



deciding factor, made all the more difficult with the tight confines of the starting box. 

But all the more exciting for the spectators following the action from the Barrage. 

The stage was set for the final showdown. 

A win for Soh would make him King of the Barrage, while Kan’s team needed the 

point to stay alive in the game. All gloves came off as the boats entered, going at 

each other and throwing the boats around in their bid to outsail and outsmart the 

other. Some tight situations and close umpire calls, with Soh’s team being pinned for 

a penalty just before the start. At the gun, Kan’s young upstarts got a jump and 

extended to a 3 boat length lead within metres, covering the hapless Soh and 

matching tack for tack. 

Soh’s team’s finesse allowed them to catch up to within a boat length and in the final 

stages of the upwind leg, managed to pounce on a layline judgement error by Kan to 

round around with the slimmest of margins. A bad spinnaker set on Kan’s boat 

allowed Soh to scoot clear of Kan’s wind shadow and extend to 3 boatlengths by the 

next mark rounding. Their slick crew work got them another jump on their opponents 

who struggled with the drop, allowing them to extend sufficiently to then clear of their 

penalty. The win was in the pocket and 

team ‘Send it sideways’ coasted across 

the finish line in front of a buoyant crowd 

to be crowned Kings of the Barrage! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For enquiries, please contact: 

Jason Lim  General Manager  Singapore Sailing Federation 
jason@singaporesailing.org.sg 
mobile: 96935969  
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