Royal Langkawi
International Regatta 2016
By Koh Ling Ying
Our sailors met early in the morning at Changi Airport, all ready for the
regatta and even more hyped to miss a whole week of school. After a short
flight to Langkawi, a minivan (courtesy of the Royal Langkawi Yacht Club)
came to pick us up to send us to Joy Motel. Joy Motel… turned out to be
located in the same compound as a temple… and it was the exact same
accommodation that the previous batch had stayed at (and we were just
laughing at them on the bus, sigh, what karma).
After settling down in our rooms, we headed to the club to register and
prepare the boat. We spent the longest time ever just picking our boat,
hopping from one boat to the next, comparing the inside of the pit,
comparing the straightness of the mast etc. In the end, our boat was
chosen by the process of elimination as we had accidentally dismantled
the shrouds of the other boat in consideration due to faulty turnbuckles.
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Following a long afternoon in the hot sun,
we headed to a zichar place near our
motel to refuel. Unfortunately, we were still
trying our very best to keep within the
weight limit before the dreaded weigh-in
the following day and could only order
small dishes and scrimp on the rice.
With the warning signal at 10am and the race course about 1h away,
Race Day 1 started early in the morning, with our sailors headed to the
club before the sun had even risen. However, we were met with good
news upon reaching the club — there was no weigh-in! Race Day 1 had
us up against medium to light winds, conditions rather similar to what we
had been training in in Singapore, giving us an advantage and this was
reflected in our good results.
Race Day 2 saw similar conditions to the previous day with light winds.
Unfortunately, our team did not do too well and Team RLYC were the top
performers of the day. Race Day 3 had the sailors going out to the
Western coast where the winds were stronger and the waves much,
much bigger. Our team excelled in those conditions, posting strong races
to regain their top position. Highlight of the day however, occurred back
on shore where a media reporter mistook Clement for Collin (who was the
helm last year) and kept gushing about how much they looked alike.
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The especially light winds coupled with the heat in Race Day 4 proved
challenging for the team, having mixed results for the day. The
provisional results as of Race Day 4 saw the team in first place, but with
the narrowest of margins — a one-point lead over Team RLYC. The team
began to get superstitious and tried their very best to recreate their
lucky attire from Race Day 1 and 3. They even got into a fight of
superstitions vs practicality as some people had lucky shirts that hadn’t
been washed yet. Ultimately, their superstitious selves paid off when
there was no racing declared for Race Day 5 due to the especially light
winds. The long wait from 8am in the morning all the way till 1pm was
the most nerve-wrecking for the team. When the race committee
officially flew the AP over A flag, smiles of relief and happiness broke out
all around.
It was overall a good regatta with good food (30 cents prata!!!) and
good racing. We would like to thank Royal Langkawi Yacht Club for
sponsoring our team’s regatta fees, Andrew Tam for the well wishes and
advice before Race Day 5, and our coach Maxi for his guidance as well
as participating in our superstitious behaviour. (:
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NONGA REGATTA 2016
The daily recounts by the lovely freshmen about their first ever regatta!
DAY 1
By Sng Jia Ping
As we recap the experience of our 1st ever Nongsa
Regatta, it’ll be best if you buckle up. The conditions
were harsh; the winds strong, and the waves extremely
choppy. In many instances, we found ourselves either
sailing a flooded boat, or our poor bow woman (me) on
the edge of being blown off our boat. SMUve was even
spotted to be bailing water out of their engine compartment
on the last leg of the last race.
Nongsa was a real eye-opener for us freshies, it being the 1st regatta we sailed in. The
conditions were vastly different than what we usually experience out on RM waters. On
top of that, the race course itself was so much longer than the short courses we usually
do for trainings and that definitely took us by surprise. The night before race day, we
headed to the supermarket to get the usual necessities such as water, energy bars and
frozen jellies to battle the heat and fatigue that is to come over the course of the
regatta.
Day 1 of race was indeed an eventful one with QuarterDeck crashing into the
committee boat at the start line of the 3rd race and we see the same thing happening
to SmuMAD on the last race of the day. At the end of the day, MAD emerged with
dented side rails, a bow with an injured pinkie and, a soon-to-be broke crew. MAD had
no choice but to retire for the day. Shengli’s headsail was caught onto the side stays
while tacking during the 3rd race of the day and which resulted to the boat having to
do numerous “penalties” to get it out. Race 3 saw the 2 Platus and Shengli OCS without
them realizing it until they cross the finish line.
The 4th race came as a surprise, as the race committee figured that they have not
done their best tiring us out just yet. Many boats were already on the way back to the
marina when they announced the 4th race, and we could hear everyone’s groans
across the waters. Nevertheless, we gave it everything we had. As the saying goes,
“you only start counting, when it starts hurting”.
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With that, Day 1 ended with 4 great races, a very tired Sailing Club, and SMUVE taking
the lead.

DAY 2
By Cheryl Lee
The day started bright and sunny and Madder Than Mok was all ready to
tackle the new day after recovering from the resounding end in Day 1.
The wind conditions were looking optimistic for the platus and we were all
ready to ride the waves back onto the podium.
Race 1 proved to be full of excitement as our bowman, Beatrice, took a
slight dip into the sea. It was a close fight as we fought neck to neck for
first place. However, we were 1 second behind SMUve in a nail biting finish.
Despite showers of blessings from the skies, race 2 proved to be tougher as
the waves grew choppier and winds picked up. Despite a slightly late
start, we managed to catch up with SMUve on the first downwind.
Determined to catch up, clean hoists and drops were executed. All was
going well as we surfed the waves downwind. Alas, it turned out that we
were riding the waves a little too well and our tiller could no longer take it.
And bam! We lost our first place to a broken tiller! And once again,
SMUMad was forced to retire for the day.
Whilst, this regatta has been nothing but eventful, it sure is one hell of an
experience for a freshie. Although we did not achieve our goal of getting
podium, what matters was that we were a team!
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DAY 3
By Tan De Xun
Day 3 of Nongsa was the day we told ourselves
that we will give all our best and not to redeem
ourselves for the past few bad races and encounters
we had. Initially, wind conditions were to Waka's advantage as it picked
up from Day 2. However, we did not give up and preserved all the way.
During the races, we seized every opportunity we had and aimed for
perfect manoeuvres. With the constant threat and tight gap between us
(SmuMad), waka, SMUve and Shoon Feng, all battling out for the
podium spot in the last 2 races. Waka and Shoon Feng has been
eyeballing us throughout the race as we are always slightly ahead of
them. They were hoping that we would make a wrong move so that
they can take a leap over up. Tension on the our boat was immerse with
shouts everywhere, reminding each other on their next course of action
and motivating each other. However, we left no room for mistakes and
prevented them from getting ahead of us. Although we suffered mild
damages during the last leg of the first race, such as the “explosion” of
our main sheet and pole downhaul, but we managed to fix it in time
before the last race started! We managed to Seize the podium spot for
that day with a slight edge over the other boats, feeling relieved
relieved and happy that we managed to meet our expectation. To sum
up, day 3 was an indeed a fulfilling day for us as we gave it our all!
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KEELIN’ IT
By Annabelle Lam
SMU Sailing spiced this recess week with a Sailing 101 session by the
Bay! Keelin’ It attracted 90 participants, from SMU undergraduates,
postgraduate, our sailor’s friends and family, as well as the boat
owners of Shengli and JMM! We took out 8 SB20s and 2 SM40s, with
compliments from DBS. Many of our alumni sailors also came back
to lend a helping hand and we couldn’t be happier to see them!
The weather was rather gloomy that day with our sailors and
participants getting rained on several times and winds being
extremely shifty. However, everyone still had a ball of a time! Byte
Champ Mr Calvin Chow-chow Lim clinched 1st place during the fun
races in all 3 of our sessions, coming for the man who said he was, I
quote “nah, gonna give others a chance”.
We would like to thank all our undergrad and alumni sailors for
being such a huge help in this event and it was definitely a success
with all of your support! Keelin’ It raised a whopping $1,200ish for the
club (tiding over a little portion of our Nongsa damages LOL) and we
hope that with everyone’s continual support, we will be seeing
another Keelin’ It during the next recess week!
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